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1988 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

One hundred ten species were reoorted on the 1988 Christmas Counts, and 
two were seen in the count circles during the count week, but not recorded on 
any count. And there were eight "soecies" reported, some of which might have 
aaded to the count if they could have been identified. Last year the count, 
from the same locations, was 114 species, and one soecies seen during the period 
but not included on any count. The total individual count this year was 
505,223; it was 408,096 last vear. DeSoto NWR had a total count of 331,124 this 
year, compared tc 77,842 last year. This year’s count includes 300,000 Snow 
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Geese, compared to 32,323 last year. Their Mallard figures were 16,201 and 
34,974 respectively. On the other hand, Omaha reported only 16,523 total this 
year against 219,610 last year. They had only 57 Red-winged Blackbirds this 
year, compared to 187,065 last year, and 2,000 Starlings to 22,490 last year. 
Beaver Valley had a count of 56,983 this year, compared to 13,228 last year; 
their Mallard counts were 55,000 and 11,000 respectively. No other locations 
had such large differences between the years. 

The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (rignt) 
order, with the northernmost of those with about the same longitude given 
first. The symbol H is used to indicate a species which was present during the 
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rount week but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were underlined on 
nte reports are underlined in the table, to indicate high counts. Sightings 
reported as "species" are not included in the count of species reported if any 
of that group were reported. 

Beaver Valley, center NW corner of Sec. 5, T21N, R7W, 4 mi. W. and 1.5 

g_ of Petersburg, including Petersburg, Raeville, Loretto, and Akron, all 
in northwestern Boone Co.; 16 December, 7:45 AM to 5:45 PM; Temp. 18® to 41® F., 
Wind NW 25-4C rrioh, nc snow cover; still water partly open, moving water open, AM 
c'ear, PM clear; 2 observers in the field in 1 to 2 parties, none at feeders, no 
owling: K 


party-hours and 98.5 party-miles, 6 hours and 7.5 miles on foot, 
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4.5 hours and 91 miles by car; Wayne Mollhoff, compiler, David Stage. 
Mr. Mollhoff noted; "No snow yet. No real winter weather vet. Weed seed crop 
above average. Wild fruit and berry crop below average. The Ye1low-rumped 
(Myrtle) Warbler was found in cedars with flock of Juncos. Slightly smaller and 
slimmer than Juncos, thin warbler beak, grayish/browmsh above with faint wing 
bars, thin, light streaking on sides. Bright yellowish rump patch. First 
winter record for the county. 

Calmus-Loup, center NW corner of Sec. 35 of T22N, R17W. Circle lies 
mostly in Loup and Garfield counties; Burchard is on SE edge: 23 December, 8 AM 
to 5 PM; Temp. 18° to 36° F., Wind NW 0 - 5 mph, no snow cover; still water 
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W. Meadowlark 
Meadowlark sp. 
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IbJ PJ:- 

Lcren Blake. 
David Stage, 
weed seed cro 
DeSoto 
H-'ssojn 
Calhoun; '3 
it ni </ater 


-iGvinq water partly open; AM partly cloudy, PM partly cloudy; 6 
field in 1 to 3 parties, none at feeders, no owling; 12 party-hours 
tioTiiles. 4 hours and 7 miles on foot, 3 hours and 155 miles by car; 
Bill Huser, Bob Livermore, Wayne Mollhoff, compiler, Jerry Probst, 
Mr. Mollhoff noted; "No snow yet. No real winter weather yet. 
D above average. Wild fruit and berry crop below average." 

NWR. center Refuge headquarters building, west to Blair, and east to 
lev. Iowa, -including all of the Refuge, Wilson Island, and Fort 
December. 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM; Temp. 23° to 58« F., Wind W, 6-8 mph; 
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Bonnie Bernholtz, George W.Brown, Vicki Dougherty, Robin Harding, Mice Heckman. 
Jenny Henricksen, Beverly Kimball, Kenneth Kimball, Gene Maddux, Alice Rumery, 
compiler, Helen Shaddy, Chris Sherrerd, Dennis Sherrerd, and at feeders John 
Bliese, Margaret Bliese, Laurie Brown, Marion Brown, Phoebe Keenan, Norma 
Radford. 

Lincoln, center South Coddington and West A streets, to Include Pioneers 
Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga 
Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery. 18 December, 4 AM 
to 6 PM, Temp. 20® to 62° F., Wind SW 0 - 10 mph, no snow cover; still water 
partly open,, moving water open; AM clear, PM clear; 28 observers in 10-13 
parties, plus 7 at feeders; 11 hours at feeders, 8 hours and 69 miles owling; 99 
total party-hours and 443 total party-miles, 69.5 hours and 88 miles on foot, 
19.5 hours and 355 miles by car. Irene Alexander, Jan Burch, Jim Burch, Cindy 
Cochran, David Cochran, Kevin DeGarmo, Larry Einemann, William Garthright, Daryl 
and Margaret Giblin, compilers, Everett Gross, Mildred Gross, Deborah Hauswald, 
Karla Kaufman, Paul Kaufman, Timothy Knott, Thomas Labedz, Peter Maslowski, 
Rosalind Morris, Kevin Paugue, Kenneth Reitan, Hazel Scheiber, Donald Showen, 
Francis Taylor, Moni Usasz, Lyle Vannier, Angela Williams, Donald Williams. 

Loup City, NE corner of Sec. 13, T15N, R15W, Sherman Co., .5 miles N. of 
junction of highways 10, 58, and 92. 29 December, 8 Am to 6 PM,; Temp, 15° to 
40° F., Wind NW 5 - 15 mph; still water partly open, moving water partly frozen; 
AM clear, PM clear, 2 observers in 1 party, none at feeders, no owling; 9 total 
party-hours and 97 total party-miles, 3 hours and 2 miles on foot, 6 hours and 
95 miles by car. Janece Hopkins. Wayne Mollhoff, compiler. Mr. Mollhoff noted; 
"No snow yet. No real winter weather yet. Weed seed crop above average. Wild 
fruit and berry crop below average. 98 prairie dogs." 

Norfolk, center intersection of US 275 (business route) and US 81, (13th 
St. and Norfolk Ave.). 17 December, 8 AM to 5 PM, Temp. 19° to 38° F.. Wind NW 0 
- 5 mph.; still water frozen, moving water partly frozen; AM partly cloudy, PM 
partly cloudy; 26 observers in 8-12 parties, plus 2 at feeders, no owling, 6 
hours at feeders. 93 total party-hours, 412 party-miles. 45 hours and 88 miles 
on foot, 48 hours and 324 miles by car. Pauline Blaine, Joyce Borgelt, Ed 
Brogie, Mark Brogie, Norma Brockmoller, Harlow Butcher. Roger and Isolde 
Cutshall, Ara Jane Dunlap, Jean Gahl, Jerry Goodell, Norma Jensen, R. E. 
Kincanon, John and Willetta Lueshen, John Manning, Dan Nielsen, Paul Pearson, 
John Schwertly, Lois Stage, Phyllis Trine, Delmore and Jan Uttecht, Richard and 
Kathy Votta, Duane Wolf, compiler. Two days after the count a Robin was 
discovered building a nest at the Country Inn, where they ate their noon meal 
during the count. 

North Platte, this count does not conform to the NAS rules, because they 
want to include all of Lincoln Co. 17 December, 8 AM to 5 PM, Temp. 17° to 42° 
F., Wind NW 5 mph.; sunny, no snow cover. 10 observers. Harold Cunningham, 
Gregg Hoover, Eva Mae Kieborz, Nancy Jones, Margaret Morton, Pat McEvoy, Esther 
Newhouse, Carol Somerhalder, Howard Wyman, Wilma Wyman, compiler. 

Omaha, center Offutt Air Force Base Lake, to include Fontenelle Forest, 
Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the 
Platte and Missouri rivers; 17 December, 5:30 AM to 5:15 PM; Temp. 16° to 32° 
F., Wind NW 10 mph., still water partly open, moving water partly frozen, AM 
clear, PM partly cloudy; 38 observers in 9-12 parties, plus 3 at feeders, 2 
hours at feeders, 7 hours and 44 miles owling; 94.25 total party-hours, 655 
party-miles, 45.25 hours and 39.5 miles on foot, 49 hours and 615.5 miles by 
car. Betty Allen, Roger Benedict, Russell Benedict, Shelly Bonsall, Tanya Bray, 
John Brenneman, Duane Bright, Kelly Clarke, Richard Durand, Amy Galperin, Sue 
Gentes, James Glathar, Ruth Green, Alan Grenon, compiler, Essie Grill, Sam 
Grill, Ray Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Cecilia Kuzara, Ginny Maxwell, 
Ralph Morocco, Bill Otto, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Donna Preschio, 
Richard Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Kathleen Reed, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Ross 
Silcock, Randy Solberg, Tom Solberg, Dave Starr, Robert Starr, Ron Stirling, 
Jerry Toll, Pam Adams Vaughn. The yellow rumps of the Yellow-rumped Warblers 
were clearly visible. Two were seen, and then a third within about a quarter 
mile. They were less flittery than usual. The 10 species shown in italics are 
those indicated by Mr. Grenon as reported only from Iowa sections of the count. 
They account for 358 individuals. 

Scottsbluff. The center has been moved about 2.75 miles SW of previous 
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center, and is now centered at the Visitors’ Center of the Scotts Bluff 
National Monument, to include Scotts Bluff Co. Airport, portions of the Wildcat 
Hills, oart of Carter canyon. Roubadeau Pass, 17 December, 7:30 AM to 3:45 PM, 
Temp. 17° to 54° F., Wind NW 10.8 mph.; still water partly open, moving water 
open. AM clear. PM clear; 9 observers in 4 parties, plus 1 at feeders, no 
owlinq; 3 hours at feeders. 22.75 total party-hours, 216.5 party-miles, 3.5 
hours and 3 miles on foot, 19.25 hours and 213.5 miles by car. Mary Allison, 
Lydia Bo Iz, Helen Huqhson. Alice Kenitz, compiler. Bob Kruger, Robert Larkin, 
Loni Schlothauer, Doug Thomas, Nora Mae Vance. 

Sioux City, center the Sioux City (Iowa) Auditorium, 17 December, Temp. 
I/C to 30° F.. Wind NW 0-10 mph.; no snow coyer, partly cloudy; 10 observers in 
4 parties, 1 hour owlinq by 1 party; 7 total party-hours, 6 miles on foot, 37 
Dv car. These statistics, and the species count, are only for the Nebraska 
portion of the count. Gail Barels, Brad Grier, Marla Grier, Bill Huser, Keith 
Mast, Boh Nickleson. John Nebel, Bob Moritz, Jerry Probst, compiler, Dave 
Stage. 

Tristate, center Mile 556 on the Missouri River, to include Nebraska City 
and the Missouri River bottoms and farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park 
ana Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest Missouri down to the Nishnabotna 
River: 31 December, Temp. 18° to 44° F., Wind S 0-5 mph., no snow cover, AM 
clear, PM clear: 4 observers in 2 parties, none at feeders, .25 party-hours and 
.25 party-miles owlinq. 19 total party-hours and 256 party-miles, 2 miles on 
foot. Tanva Bray, lone Getscher, Douq Rose. Ross Silcock, compiler. 


1988 (THIRTY-FIRST) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred eiqhty-two species were reported from fourteen "full time" 
locations, plus fourteen "spot check" locations, which included forty-nine 
counties. The figures for 1987 were 296, plus two possibilities, from fourteen 
■fuli time' and four "soot check" locations; 1986 293 and one possibility from 
thirteen "full time" and four "spot check" locations; and 1985 283 and one 
possibility from eleven "full time" and eight "spot check" locations. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same latitude listed with the northernmost first. 
Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period. 

The symbols used in the "full time" columns are : 

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months. 

NR for species reported as probably present, but for which no records were 

made. 

P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the 
same individuals mav not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
varv greatly. 

(p) for a species probably present all year, for which records didn’t 
cover the whole period. 

S - to indicate a species which was present before 1 July and which was 
reported in the Spring Occurrence Report. 

S - W to indicate a species which was reported before 1 July and was still 
Dresent after 31 December. It is similar to P, but the pattern is not always 
true. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but the lack 
of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species did not remain). 

X when the exact date was not provided. 

^ to indicate a comment in the text. 

° to indicate that there were no records between the dates given, and that 
information was supplied with the report form. 

The symbols used in the "spot check" columns are given for each column, 
and are specialized to each column. In most cases these dates are from 
infrequent visits to the area (thought in a few cases they are fairly frequent), 
so that the whole half year isn’t covered. The average reader can just take the 
symbols in these columns as indications that the species was present; those who 
want to know when and in which county the record was made can decode the column. 

The number of species reported, contributors (to the extent known), and 
special comments (by counties, and then by columns) are: 

Adams, see Howard. --text continued on 27 
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Antelope, see Column H. 

Boone, see Column H. 

Box Butte, Alliance, 28 species, Doug G. 
Thomas, reporter. 

Buffalo, see Column E. 

Burt, see Column M. 

Butler, see Column L 

Brown, see Column D. 

Cass, see Column N. 

Cedar, Laurel, 133 species, David Stage, 
reporter, Mark Brogie. 

Chase, see Column A. 

Cherry, see Column B, 

Clay, see Column I. 

Cuming, see Column M. 

Custer, see Column D. 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 102 species. 
Bill Huser, reporter. 

Dawes, Crawford, 49 species, Jim 
Minyard, reporter, Keith Bruning, The Saw- 
whet Owl was found as a road kill. 

Dawson, see Column E. 

Dixon, see Column K. 

Dodge, see Column M. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 
203 species, Tanya E. Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, 
Ruth C. Green, Alan G, Grenon, Babs and Loren 
Padelford, reporters, Mark Brogie, Russell 
Benedict, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Mark Dietz, 
Doris Engler, C. E. Heaney, Fran Holmgren, 
Clyde and Emma Johnson, Sandy Kovanda, 
Virginia Reedy, Lorainne Roberts, Alice 
Rushton, David Starr, The Loggerhead Shrike 
was seen under very favorable conditions on 31 
December The last previous report was 23 
November. 

Dundy, see Column A. 

Fillmore, see Column I. 

Franklin, see Column F. 

Frontier, see Column C. 

Furnas, see Column F. 

Gage, see Column N. 

Garfield, see Column G. 

Gosper, see Column E. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Hamilton, see Polk, 

Harlan, see Column F. 

Hayes, see Column C. 

Holt, see Column G. 

Hitchcock, see Column C. 

Howard (and Hall), Cairo, Grand Island, 
and St, Libory, 148 species, Paul Bedell, Wa. 
Lemburg, and Bill Schleicher, reporters, Mark 
Brogie, Larry Einemann, Gary Lingle, Clara 
McCann, Ray Kusick, Pat Scoggins, Helen Seim, 
Jack Zlomke. "A" in this column indicates 
Adams Co. records for 31 July by Mark Brogie. 
The 15 August Little Blue Heron was a white 
phase bird. After five years of holes in his 
apple tree, Gary Lingle finally saw the 
Sapsucker this fall. A Red-breasted Nuthatch 
was at the Lemburg*s feeder 8 and 9 November - 
the first one Mr. Lemburg has ever seen in 
their yard. There was a Carolina Wren in the 
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Lemburg’s barn 16 October, and one was seen around the yard off and on until 10 
December, when two were at the feeder. They were not seen since. Mr. Lemburg 
commented that many of the ponds were dry, and so he missed some birds he 
normally sees. 

Jefferson, see Column L. 

Johnson, see Column N. 

Kearney, see Column F. 

Keya Paha, see Column D. 

Knox, Creighton, 118 species, Mark A. Brogie, reporter, Ed M. Brogie, 
Ellen L. Brogie. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 200 species, Larry Einemann, Norma Johnson, Karla and 
Paul Kaufman, Thomas E. Labedz, Mabel Ott, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, 
Mark A. Brogie. B. J. Rose. A late Franklin’s Gull was reported 26 December. A 
Canada Warbler was found dead on 28 August. This was not the one Mrs. Ott 
banded on 22 August. A late White-crowned Sparrow was recorded 18 December, 

Lincoln, North Platte, 113 species, Mrs. Howard Wyman, reporter, Mark A. 
Brogie. 

Loup, see Column D. 

Madison, see Column J. 

McPherson, Tryon, 45 species, Oona S. Bassett, reporter. Mrs. Bassett 
spends the winter in Arizona, and the reports end in late October. The Titmice 
were new to her in this area. 

Merrick, see Polk. 

Nance, see Column H, 

Nuckolls, see Column I. 

Pawnee, see Column N. 

Perkins, see Column A. 

Phelps, see Column E. 

Pierce, 106 species, Mark A. Brogie, reporter, Ed M. Brogie, Ellen L. 

Brogie, Larry Roper. The 31 October Merlin was an injured bird found near 
Osmond, which was turned over to Wayne Mollhoff and transported to the Raptor 
Recovery Center, Lincoln. 

Platte, see Column J. 

Polk (and parts of Hamilton, Merrick, and York), Polk, 176 species, plus 
an unresolved Horned/Eared Grebe and a Dowitcher sp., Norris Alfred, reporter, 
Paul Bedell, Mark A. Brogie, Larry Einemann, Wm. Lemburg, Lennis Lind, Lee, 
Shirley, and Jim Morris. The Horned/Eared Grebe was seen 30 October. Wood 

Ducks were also seen 16 and 23 October. Two Mississippi Kites were seen by Mr. 
Einemann in a tree at the Lincoln Creek Parkway, Aurora, during a North American 
Prairie Conference field trip. Another bird in the same tree, at first thought 
to be an immature Kite, turned out to be an immature Broad-winged Hawk when the 
three birds flew. The October Broad-winged Hawk was the first one Lee Morris 
has seen in several years. On the Barn-Owl Mr. Morris wrote: "I was harvesting 
corn, and was surprised to see something dangling from the top of a cornstalk 

ahead of me. The stalk could not support so much weight, and broke. The object 

flew up and landed a short distance ahead, and I could see that it was a Common 
Barn-Owl. It continued to fly up and land ahead of the combine several more 
times before moving off to one side. I have never seen a Barn-Owl in this 
immediate vicinity before." He also noted that he had flushed a Woodcock two 
days before, while harvesting corn, and that he had been able to get within a 
few feet of it on foot before it flushed again. He saw a lot more Pheasants and 
Bobwhites during harvest this year than he had for several years. Mr. Einemann 
reported a Hairy Woodpecker 9 August at the Lincoln Creek Parkway. There were 
no records of the Eastern Phoebe from 17 July to 11 September. A late Rough¬ 
winged Swallow was recorded 18 September, and the Yellow-headed Blackbird was 
not recorded from 17 July until 11 September, 

Red Willow, see Column C. 

Rock, see Column D. 

Saline, see Column L. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 128 species, Alice Kenitz, reporter, Lydia Bolz, 
Joyce Brashear, Helen Hughson, Felix Koenig, Lucy Koenig, Bob Kruger, Doug G. 
Thomas, Lynne Vacant!, Nora Mae Vance. The Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
reported from the North Platte NWR by Refuge personnel. The Brown Creeper and 
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Evening Grosbeak dates were not reported to Mrs. Kenitz. She observed the Sage 
Thrasher in fair light conditions at about 6 PM, using 8.5 x 44 binoculars at 
Ijout 50 feet. The back was gray brown, and the tail seemed longer than that of 
a thrush, but shorted than that of a Brown Thrasher. 

Seward, see Column L. 

Stanton, see Column K. 

Thayer, see Column I. 

Valley, see Column G. 

Washington, DeSoto NWR and Neale Woods, 117 species, and the probability 
•haf some of the Meadowlark sp. were Westerns, Tanya Bray, Alan G. Grenon, 
reporters, Mark A. Brogie, Ruth C. Green,’ Joel Jorgensen, Jim Kovanda, and 
DeSoto notes from loh/a Bird Life, The Red-breasted Nuthatch was reported at the 
feeders at the NWR headquarters, but no specific dates were given 

(November/December). 

Wayne, see Column K. 

Webster, see Column F. 

Wlieeler, see Column G. 

York, see Polk. 

Column A, Chase{C), Dundy(D), Perkins{P), 44 species, Mark A. Brogie, lola 

Pennington. a = 7/2{D), b = 7/26 and 27(D), by Mrs. Pennington; c = 7/30(P), d 

= 7/30(0, e = 7/30(D) by Mr. Brogie; A = c. d, + e, ,B = c + d, C = c + e, D = d 

+ e, 

Column B, Cherry, 24 species, a = 9/18 by Mark A. Brogie, b = about 10/10 
by Ruth C. Green. Mrs. Green wrote that between Valentine and Thedford "every 
duck species was represented", but only those specifically mentioned are coded. 

Column C, Frontier{F), Hayes(A), Hitchcock(I), Red Willow(R), 33 species, 

Mark A. Brogie. a = 7/29{R), b = 7/30(A), c = 7/30(F), d = 7/30(1), e = 
7/30(R), A = b, c, d, + e, B = b, c, + d, C = d + e, D = b, c, + e, E = c + d. 

Column D, Brown(B), Custer{C), Keya Paha(K), Loup(L). Rock(R), 88 species, 
Mark A. Brogie. a = 7/24(K), b = 7/24(B), c = 7/24(R), d = 9/5(L), e = 9/5(C), 
f = 9/17 and 18(R), g = 9/17 and 18(B), h = 9/17 and 18(R), i = 10/9(L), A = a, 

b, c, d, + e, B = a, b, c, + d, C = a, c, + d, D = a, b, + c, E = a, c, + e, F = 

a + b, G = a + d, H = b, c, + e, I = b + d, J = b + c, R = c + d, N = f, g, h, + 

i, 0=f, g, +h, P=f+g+i,R=e+g, S=e+i, T=e+h, U=f+g, V = 
g + i. 

Column E, Buffalo, Dawson, Gosper, Phelps, 69 species, Paul Bedell, Mark 

A, Brogie. Mr. Bedell did not specify counties on his report, so no distinction 

is made in this column, a = 7/1, b = 7/4, c = 7/5, d = 7/6, e = 7/8, f = 7/9, g 

= 7/11, h = 7/15, i = 7/18, j = 7/21, k = 7/26, 1 = 7/.27, m = 7/28, n = 8/1, o 

= 8/3, p = 8/4, q = 8/5, r = 8/9, s = 8/11, t = 8/15, u = 8/17, v = 8/18, w = 

8/19, X = 8/22, all by Mr. Bedell; y = 7/30, z = 7/31, by Mr. Brogie. 

Column F, Franklin(R), Furnas(U), Harlan(H), Kearney(K), Webster(W), 48 
species, Mark A. Brogie. a = 7/29(U), b = 7/29(H}, c = 7/29(R), d = 7/31(K), e 

= 7/29(W), A = a, b, + c, B = a + b, C = a + c, D = b + c, E = a, c, + e, F = d 

+ e. 

Column G, Garfield(G), Holt(H), Valley(V), Wheeler(W), 80 species, Mark A. 
Brogie. a = 7/24(H), b = 9/5(G), c = 9/5(W), d = 9/5(V), e = 9/5(H), f = 
9/ll(H), g = 9/17 and 18(H), h = 10/9(H), i = 10/9(G), j = 10/9(W), A = a, b, c, 
+ d, B = b, c, d, + e, C = a, b, + c, D = a, c, + d, E = a + b, F = a, b, + d, G 

=a, c, + d, H = a + d, I = b + c, J = b, d, + e, K = c + e, L = g + i, M = h + 

1) N = g + j, 0 = h + j, P = h, i, + j, S = g, i, + j, T = f + j. 

Column H, Antelope(A), Boone(B), Nance(N), 53 species, Mark A. Brogie, 
Wayne J. Mollhoff. a = 7/11 and 12(A), b = 7/15{A), c = 7/31(B), d = 7/31(N), 
all by Mr. Brogie; e = singing Sedge Wrens in the last half of August(B), by Mr. 
Mollhoff; f = 9/5{A), g = 9/10(A), h = 9/30(A), i = 10/8 and 9(A), j = 10/18(A), 
k = 11/2 and 3(A), 1 = 11/6(A), m = 11/20(A), n = 12/3(A), A=c+d+f, B=c 
+ f. 

Column I, Clay(C), Fillmore(F), Nuckolls{N), Thayer(T), 26 species, Mark 
A. Brogie. a = 7/29(N), b = 7/29(T), c = 7/31(C), d = 7/31(F), A = a + b, B = c 
+ d. 

Column J, Madison(M), Platte(P), 55 species, Mark A. Brogie. a = 7/28(P), 
b = 10/11(P), c = 10/11(M), d = 10/13(M), e = 10/16(M), f = 10/22(M), g = 
11/6(M), h = 12/10(M), i = 12/17(M), A=b+c, B=a+c, C=b+f, D=b+d, 
E = a + d. 
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Column K, Dixon(D), Stanton(S), Wayne(W), 85 species, Mark A. Brogie, Joe 
Gubanyi. a = 7/6(W), b = 7/6(S), c = 7/16(S), d = 7/17(W), e = 9/25(W), f = 
10/8(W), 9 = 10/15(W), h = 10/29(5), i = 11/23(0), j = 11/26(0), k = 12/17(5), 1 
= 12/23(0), m = 12/30(0), n = 10/26(W), o = 10/29(W), p = 11/20(W), q = 12/10(W), 
r = 12/17 and 18(W), s = 12/30(W), t = 8/19(W), A=a-fb, B = a+i,C=b+G, 
D = b+i, E=k+m, F=k+1,G=f+h, I=c+e, J=e+f, K=k+m+r, 
L = k + m + s, M=k + r, N = j + k+n, 0=k+p, P-c+r. 

Column L, ButlerU), Jefferson(J), Saline(A), Seward(E), 44 species, Mark 
A. Brogie. a = 7/28(B), b = 7/28(E), c = 7/28(A), d = 7/29(J), e = 8/18(B), all 
by Mr. Brogie; f = 12/10(E), g = 12/12(E) by Mr. Gubanyi. A=a+b+c, B=a+ 
c. 

Column M, Burt(B), Cuming(C), Oodge(D), 61 species, Mark A. Brogie. a = 
7/5(0, b = 7/9(B),' c = 7/9(0, d = 10/27(0), e = 10/29(0), f = 10/29(0, 9 = 
12/10(0), h = 12/10(C), A=a+b+d, B=a+b, C=g+h, D=f+g. 

Column N, Cass(C), Gage(G), Johnson(J), Pawnee(P), 41 species, Mark A. 
Brogie, Lena Harden. a - 7/28(G), b = 7/28(J), c = 7/28CP), d = 7/29(G), e = 
8/9(C), all by Mr. Brogie; f = Christmas week(G), by Mrs. Harden. A = a + b + c, 
B = a + c. 

CORRECTION TO 1988 SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT 

The following corrections should be made in the Lancaster Co. column of 
the 1988 Spring Occurrence Report: Ring-billed Gull to W - S, Lark Bunting to 
Je 1 - Je 30. 


SAPSUCKER IN OMAHA 


On 13 May 1988 Or. J. J. Baumel 
discovered a male Williamson’s Sapsucker 
iSphyrapicus thyroideus) lying dead below 
an elevated, glassed-in walkway between 
buildings on Creighton University’s 
campus in downtown Omaha, Nebraska. 

The bird, beautiful in breeding plumage, was largely black from its awl- 
shaped bill to its stiff, acuminate central tail feathers. There was a white 
line beginning at the base of the lower mandible and extending over the face, 
while another ran back from the eye. The white wing coverts formed a broad 
white line on the wing. Also, there were white tips on the tertials, while 
small white dots on five feathers formed four rows on the closed primaries. The 
rump and upper tail coverts were white. There was a narrow, bright red patch on 
the chin. While the upper breast was black, the lower breast and belly were 
yellow. The flanks and under tail coverts were mottled white and black. The 
bird weighed 51 grams. Its total length was 225 millimeters, its wingspread 413 
millimeters, and its wingchord 135 millimeters. Its left testis was 4x6 
millimeters, while the right was 4x4 millimeters. 

This western species breeds in dry conifer forests of the Rockies and 
west. There have been only four previous sightings reported for the states. 
The two with adequate descriptions were also of males seen during spring 
migration, one 24 March 1939 at Hastings and one 5 May 1959 near Grand Island 
(T. E. Bray, B. K. Padelford, and W. R. Silcock, 1985. The Birds of Nebraska). 
Any sighting of Williamson’s Sapsucker in Nebraska would be a treat, but the 
Omaha discovery is especially far east. This specimen, now at the state museum 
at University of Nebraska at Omaha, is the first collected in Nebraska. 

- Barbara L. Wilson, Rt. 1, Box 41, Hastings, Iowa 51540 
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some area residents, he had been In the area for four or five years. He has 

quite a following, and has been named Edgar. (Everyone Just assumes he’s a 
male.) 

kestrel nest box results. In 1986 the Game and Parks Commission obtained 
fhe consent of the Department of Roads to install nest boxes, Intended for 

vestrels, on the back of large highway signs on 1-80 between Lincoln and Omaha. 
Kestrels’ nested in old woodpecker holes, but trees, particularly dead trees, 
have been cut down, and the introductions of the European Starling Increased the 
pgtition' for such cavity nest holes. Since the highway right-of-way is a 
aood "hunting area for the Kestrels, it is a good place for nest boxes intended 
^nr their use. The Sierra Club worked with the Commission in the placing and 
„ ^Htor^ng <to discourage any Starlings, to check on any Kestrels, and to band 
Kest'-e'^si of the bores. In 1986 only Starlings occupied the boxes; in 
1987^ ? west of the Platte, 1 east) of the 31 available boxes were used by 

and 'P 19SS 12 (9 west and 3 east of the Platte) of the 29 available 
h-ves we ‘3 used by Kestrels. (One box west of the Plate was lost because the 

s-iop was ’-enoved; one east of the PLatte was removed because it was felt 

tha*- t was an unsafe location). The higher use west of the Platte is partly 

w.-o" t" the fact that originally there were 18 boxes west of the Platte and 13 
oa^t of it, and pcss^bly to lesser competition from Starlings the farther the 
were ■’'rom Omaha. John J. D1nan of the Commission provided the information 
from wh^'c^' this was summarized. 

WHOOPING CRANE REPORT. The Fish and Wildlife Service office in Grand 
Island reported five confirmed sightings of Whooping Cranes in Nebraska in fall 
1938: 

One adult 19-20 October in Cherry Co., 2.5 mi. S of Brownlee, T26N, R28W, 
S6; T27N, R28W, S31; T2£N, R29W, SI2. This bird had been at Pocasse NWR, 
Ca.mpbell Co., S.D. from 4 to 16 October. 

Pour adults 24-25 October in Custe. Co., 2.5 ml. W, 2 mi. S, and 2.5 mi. W 
cf Me^na. ti 7N, P.22W, Sie, NW 1/4. 

Two adults 25 October in Cherry Co., North Loup River, 1/:4 mi. E of US 83 

bridge. 

Twc adults and a juvenile 23-31 October in Custer Co., 2.5 mi. W, 2 mi. S, 
and 2.5 W of He^na. ti7N, R22W, S16, NW 1/4. 

Two adults 2-4 November in Custer Co., 2.5 mi. W, 2 mi. S, 3 mi. W. of 
Me-na. T17N, R22W, S^7, SE 4/4. 

There were five probable sightings in Nebraska: 


One 

adult 

2 

October 

in Howard Co., 

12 mi. N, 5.5 mi 

. W, and .5 mi. S of 

St, Paul. 

T1 6N, 

, R' 

!1W, Zi, SE 1/4. Highly probable, struck 

power Tine and flew 

0^-e 

adult 

11 

October 

in Cherry Co. 

, 2 mi. SE of Long Lake, T28N, R26W, 

One 

adult 

■^7 

October 

in Polk Co., 

4.5 mi. E and 

1.5 N of Stromsburg. 

P^yi-g. 

Two 

adults 


November 

in Custer Co., 

1 mi. N and 1 mi 

. W of Merna. T18N, 

R21W, ?30, 
One 

SW T/4. 
adult 

4 

November 

1n Dawson Co 

., 4 mi. E of 

Darr Bridge over the 


Platte River, flying. 

There were six unconfirmed sightings in Nebraska: 

Two adults 3 October in Buffalo Co., 1 mi. E of Gibbon bridge on the 

Platte River. Flying. 

One adult 5 October in Keith Co., 9 mi. S of Ogallala. Flying. 

■Pwo adults 11 October in Lincoln Co., 1 mi. W of Sutherland 1-80 exit. 

Flying. 

Ten to twelve adults 12 October in Dundy Co., Benkleman. Flying. 

One adult 26 October in Perkins Co., 10 mi. S of Ogallala. Flying. 

Foiir adults 16 November in Hamilton Co., flying over Platte River south of 

Chapman.. 

The seven birds reported near Halsey Just before the Fall Meeting iNBR 
556:97 were not listed in the report, probably because of the lack of definite 

Information. 

The report stated: "A total of 134 (115 adults/subadults and 19 young) 
Whooping cranes had arrived at Aransas by December 5, 1988. The two subadults 
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which spent the summer in Aransas are not figured in the arrival total. Since 
their arrival at Aransas, one adult bird and one chick from family groups have 
disappeared, are and are presumed dead. An additional four-yaar-old female, of 
a family group, was shot near Aransas by a waterfowl hunter on January 3, 1989. 
Three siihadi'lts were last observed at Aransas in November 1988 and are 
considered mis'jing. The number of birds at Aransas., as of January 3, 1989, was 
ertimatpd to be 130. A subadult, believed to^be the 1986 chick nicknamed 
"Oklshnima", was confirmed in late December in soutliwestern Oklahoma with 
sandhill cranes. This crane brings the number of Aransas/Wood Buffalo Flock 
birds surviving to between 131 and 134, depending on the fate of the three 
missing subndults. One-hundrsd twenty-nine whoopers departed for the breeding 
grounds last spring (two additional birds remained at Aransas all summer) and 20 
young fledgrti during the summer. Under optimum conditions, a total of 149 
wh.oopers were expected to arrive at Aransas this fall. As of January 3, 1989, 
one breeding pair and two color-banded subadults had not arrived at->Aransas." 
Gras Americ.ma commented; "If some of tl’.ese birds are not found alive somewhere 
H will be the most tragic loss since 1972, when 13 disappeared." It quoted Dr. 
lewis’ repoit that the Gray's Lake flock is down to 14 to 16 birds, and added 
that there ate 49 birds irt captivity. 

SPRAGUE’S PIPIT. After having seen these birds on my 
meadow for several days I wont out about noon 1 October 1988 
to t.?ike some pictures. This is one of them. The meadow is 
located in Molt Co., seven miles east and a miles and a half 
south of Chambers. There were several of the birds. I was 
;ible to get close to this one by driving slowly with the 
picl'.up. They would sneak through the grass trying to hide. 

When flushed they would fly away, sometimes making a chirping 
noise. They flew about 40 yards or more. They were 
scattered, not in a tight flocl;. 

The meadow had been liayed the middle of July. The grass 
had grown back to a height of only several inches. 

- Loran Bldke, HC 03, Box 18, Chambers, Neb. 63725 
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1988 NEBRASKA NESTING REPORT 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1988 Nesting season in Nebraska were received from 25 
observers and 2 agencies, reporting on 94 species from 52 counties. Counties on 
the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the northernmost of the 
approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record Cards; 
underlined numbers represent nests reported on Colonial Bird Register Forms; C 
represents carrying food; E represents eggs; F represents feeding; H represents 
nest building (home); N represents nests observed for which no Nest Record Card 
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rd (visitor); X is used for Great Blue Heron in Rock Co. because the actual 
was not reported; Y represents young observed; * is shown in the Cowbird 
when V is shown in another line; o is shown over Total Species when when a 
^^^^ies has been reported both with and without Nest Record Cards, so the count 
^'^^'^dupl icated in the Nest Card and No Nest Card totals; + is shown above the 
at Blue Heron total, and Rock Co. and Total Colonial numbers to indicate that 
fhe actual figure would be higher if the actual figure for X had been known. 

following paragraph represents Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 
and CLR represents Crescent Lake NWR. 

Thirty-seven species were reported on 190 North American Nest Record 
Cards- 4 species were reported on Colonial Bird Register Forms, and 55 species 
y^ere reported without cards, for a total of 94 species. (Two species were 
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reported on both Nest Record Cards and Colonial Bird Register Forms.) The 
counties (with column numbers in the tabulation shown in parentheses) and the 
contributors are: Adams (27) Elsie Helzer; Box Butte (5) GPC; Boyd (21) GPC; 
Buffalo (25) Barb Friskopp, Dudley Friskopp, T. E. Labedz; Butler (37) GPC; Cass 
(51) GPC, E. D. Johnson; Cedar (35) D. A. Stage; Chase (12) GPC; Cherry (10) 
GPC; Cheyenne (7) GPC; Colfax (36) GPC; Cuming (40) D. A. Stage; Custer (16)T. 
E. Labedz; Dakota (47) Bill Huser, D. A. Stage; Dawes (4) GPC; Dawson (17) GPC, 
T. E. Labedz; Dodge (41) GPC; Douglas (49) R. G. Cortelyou, Jim DePetro, GPC, C. 


E. 0. Johnson, Alice Rushton; Furnas (19) GPC 


Labedz; Garden (9 
Morris; Hall (26) 
(45) GPC; Kimball 


CLR; Gosper (18) T. E. Labedz; Grant (11) Ruth Green 


GPC; Hamilton (31) GPC; Holt (22) GPC 


Knox (28) GPC; Lancaster (43) Phyllis Beal 


Gage (44) GPC, T. 


Stage; Johnson 
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GPC T. E. Labedz, Aileen Rodgers; Lincoln (14) GPC; McPherson (13) 

Einemann, ett , (3 q) E. D. Johnson; Morrill (6) GPC; Nance (29) GPC; 

(46) Alan G. Grenon; Platte (32) GPC; Polk (33) Norris Alfred, Lee 
Richardson (52) Alan G. Grenon; Rock (20) GPC; Saline (39) Naomi Brill, 
T ^ E Labedz; Sarpy (50) Bill Benner, GPC, Ruth Green; Saunders (42) GPC; Scotts 
Ri ff’ (2) CLR; Seward (38) GPC; Sheridan (8) Doug Thomas; Sherman (24) T. E. 

I hedz' Sioux (1) GPC, David Hughson, Helen Hughson, T. E. Labedz; Thomas (15) 
GPC- Valley (23) T. E. Labedz; Washington (48) Alan G. Grenon, E. D. Johnson; 
and York (34) Lee Morris, Norris Alfred. 

Game and Parks Commission employees, aides, and contractors contributed 
Colonial Bird Register information and 95 Nest Record cards. The Game and Parks 
Commission employees are: J. Dinan, M. W. Dwyer, K. M. Hams, K. Menzel, P. 


(0 s_ -O W 

1- o -p 




CO 


CVJ 


CO OJ 


CM 

ce -r- (J ^ 


o w (/J 

CO CO s- Q. 


o 

lO 


^ (O (/) j::; 
o cO -k: o 

Q. CO ? c 
O C CO 
C3 cO OT CD 
_l cO C O 
CO CO 3 C 



O O "D 0> 

o n e '- 

(o CO r— 

W CD X ^ 

CO 3 +j r— 

0 O ■— M- 
O 0) -o S- 


I 

I 






I 

CM 

I 


>- 


> o 1- .i; 

Ol o ^ 


s: CO c o 
ic: c o X 


CO cn 0 ) ■!-> 

(0 ■r~ 

0) • i- jC 

^ 4-> =} X 


o 0) 
O O) 0) 
O C TJ 

• 0.1^ 
< Q. it: 


c- 3 I- 
X O X 

O I o 


. CO I 

i . . 

O Ui o 


XI T3 
at i- 
O -1- 
x: XI 
O. O) 
c 

to -f- 
•> iC 

(0 . 
CO X 


T) -P 
X3 CO 

V- 2: 






























38 


Nebraska Bird Review 


McDonald, R. Sterry, R. G, Stutheit, G. A. Wingfield, and C. Wolfe. Others who 
provided assistance to the Game and Parks Commission include J. A. Gubanyi, D. 
J. Yaw, C. Stonerook, Sierra Club of Omaha members, Eileen Kirsch (GPC 
contract), and Doug Latka (Corps of Engineers). Royce Huber contributed 
information from Crescent Lake NWR. Sixty-six Nest Record cards were 
contributed by D. A. Stage and 21 by T. E. Labedz. 

The following 41 species which were reported in 1988 were not reported in 
the 1987 Nesting Survey (NBR 56:35): Eared Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, Cinnamon Teal, American Wigeon, Canvasback, Redhead, 
Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck, Northern Harrier, Swainson’s Hawk, Gray Partridge, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, Long-billed Curlew, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech- 
Owl, Great Horned Owl, Long-eared Owl, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, 
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Say’s Phoebe, Black-biHed Magpie, White-breasted Nuthatch, Gray Catbird, 
Northern Mockingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Bell’s Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Common Yel1owthroat, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Rufous¬ 
sided Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, and House 
Finch. 

Nineteen species reported in the 1987 Survey were not reported in 1988: 
Trumpeter Swan, Snow Goose, Prairie Falcon, Virginia Rail, Common Moorhen, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Franklin’s Gull, Rock Dove, Common Nighthawk, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Willow Flycatcher, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Cliff Swallow, Clark’s Nutcracker, Cedar Waxwing, 
prothonotary Warbler, and American Goldfinch. 
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Anyone who sees evidence of nesting, young, or adult birds carrying 
nesting material, food, or fecal sacs, can submit the information without the 
use of a special form. The information should be easily separated by species 
and county. This information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey 
by letters rather than by numbers. 

Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to 
request Nest Record Cards to use in reporting the nest. Each nest requires a 
separate card, except for colonial nesting species, which require a separate 
card for each visit to the site. 

Send your Nest Record Card requests, completed cards, and other nesting 
information to Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Lincoln, Neb. 68506. 
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THE EIGHTY-EIGHTH (1989) ANNUAL MEETING 


Clear skies and good weather greeted the participants (there were 66 
egistered) at the 1989 Annual Meeting, held at the 4-H Camp at Halsey Forest 19 
to 21 May. There was a Board meeting Friday night; Saturday and Sunday mornings 
were open for binding; there was a tour of the tree nursery facilities Saturday 
morning, and a Records Committee meeting; Saturday afternoon Reid Miller, of the 
Aqate Fossil Beds National Monument gave a talk on the Monument, followed by the 
business meeting. All present officers were re-elected: Thomas Labedz, 
President; Doug G, Thomas, Vice-president; Ruth Green, Secretary; Alice Kenitz, 
Treasurer: 


Dr. 

announced that 


Rosalind Morris, Librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Editor. It was 
Alan Grenon and Mark Brogie had been selected for the Records 
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Committee to replace Gary tingle and Ruth Green, and that Joe Gubanyi had been 
added to the Committee. At a meeting of the Committee Mr. Grenon was elected 
chairman. At the banquet that night Kenneth Strom, of the Rowe National Audubon 
Society Sanctuary spoke on the sanctuaries, followed by a slide show. Sunday 
morning the Vera Coons Memorial Hummingbird/Butterfly Garden was dedicated. 

The bird count covered the period from Thursday noon to Sunday noon, and 
was tabulated in five parts: the Forest and its immediate environs (F), a trip 
up to Brownlee (B), a trip to Valentine Refuge (V), a trip past Purdum (P), and 
a trip to the Dunning area (D). The total species count was 146; 21 were 
reported by all trips, while 58 were reported by only one trip. The Forest 
count was 112 species, 42 from there only; Brownlee 56, 3 from there only; 
Valentine 74, 9 from there only; Purdum 62, 4 from there only; and 41 from 

Dunning, with no exclusives. Pied-billed Grebe B, American White Pelican BVP, 
Double-crested Cormorant FBVP, American Bittern BV; Great Blue FBVPD and Green- 
backed FB Herons; Black-crowned Night-Heron VP, Trumpeter Swan V, Canada Goose 
BVP, Wood Duck F, Green-winged Teal BVP, Mallard FBVPD, Northern Pintail VPD, 
Blue-winged Teal FBVPD, Northern Shoveler VP, Gadwall VP, American Wigeon P, 
Canvasback V, Redhead V; Ring-necked V and Ruddy V Ducks; Turkey Vulture FP; 
Swainson’s FVP and Red-tailed FB Hawks; Golden Eagle F, American Kestrel FVD, 
Peregrine Falcon F, Ring-necked Pheasant FBVPD, Greater Prairie-Chicken FBV, 
Sharp-tailed Grouse FBVP, Wild Turkey F, Northern Bobwhite F, American Coot BVP, 
Black-bellied Plover P, Killdeer FBVPD, American Avocet VP; Greater F and Lesser 
VP Yellowlegs; Solitary Sandpiper F, Willet BVP; Spotted F and Upland FBVPD 
Sandpipers; Whimbrel V, Long-billed Curlew FVP; Semipalmated FP, Least V, White- 
rumped FVP, Baird’s FV, Pectoral FP, and Stilt VP Sandpipers; Short-billed B and 
Long-billed VP Dowitchers; Common Snipe BVP, Wilson’s Phalarope FBVPD; 
Franklin’s P and Ring-billed V Gulls; Forster’s FBVP and Black FBVP Terns; Rock 
F and Mourning FBVPD Doves; Black-billed F and Yellow-billed F Cuckoos; Great 
Horned F and Burrowing FB Owls; Common Nighthawk VP, Common Poorwill F, Chimney 
Swift FV, Belted Kingfisher FD; Red-headed FBVPD and Downy FD Woodpeckers; 
Northern Flicker FBVD; Western F and Eastern F Wood-Pewees; Acadian F and 
Least F Flycatchers; Eastern Phoebe F, Great Crested Flycatcher F; Western FBVPD 
and Eastern FBVPD Kingbirds; Horned Lark FBVP; Tree BP, Northern Rough-winged 
FB, Bank B, Cliff FBVPD, and Barn FBVPD Swallows; Blue Jay FVD, Black-billed 
Magpie FBD, American Crow FBVD, Black-capped Chickadee FB; Red-breasted F and 
White-breasted F Nuthatchs; House FD and Marsh P Wrens; Ruby-crowned Kinglet F, 
Eastern Bluebird FV; Gray-cheeked F and Swainson’s F Thrushes; American Robin 
FBVPD, Gray Catbird FD, Brown Thrasher FVPD, Cedar Waxwing F, Loggerhead Shrike 
FBVP, European Starling V; Bell’s FVD, Warbling FV, and Red-eyed FDVireos; 
Tennessee F, Orange-crowned F, Yellow FBPD, Blackpoll F, and Black-and-white F 
Warblers; American Redstart FD, Ovenbird F, Northern Waterthrush F, Common 
Yellowthroat FBVD, Wilson’s Warbler FD, Yellow-breasted Chat F, Northern 
Cardinal F; Rose-breasted F, Black-headed F, and Blue FBVP Grosbeaks; Lazuli FB 
and Indigo F Buntings; Dickcissel F, Rufous-sided Towhee F; Chipping FD, Clay- 
colored FV, Field FBVD, and Lark FBVPD Sparrows; Lark Bunting FBVP; Grasshopper 
FBP, Song F, White-crowned F, and Harris’ F Sparrows; Bobolink FBVPD, Red-winged 
Blackbird FBVPD; Eastern FV and Western FBVPD Meadowlarks; Yellow-headed 
Blackbird BVP, Common Grackle FBVPD, Brown-headed Cowbird FBVPD; Orchard FVPD 
and Northern FBPD Orioles; Pine Siskin F, American Goldfinch FBVPD, House 
Sparrow F. 

SECOND REPORT OF THE N.O.U. RECORDS COMMITTEE 

Introduction 

This report contains individual accounts of 56 accepted records of 37 
species and 8 non-accepted records of 7 species. The records were contributed 
by 36 observers. This report covers most of the records **66 - #150. At the NOU 
Fall Field Day on 3 October 1987, the committee decided to act as repository for 
all photos published In the Nebraska Bird Review, A decision was also made to 
simply file for record those records which were not deemed unusual enough to 
warrant full committee action. Thus, the discrepancy between the number of 
records logged into the files versus the number of records acted upon. 

State List 

Records included in this report add three species to the Official List: 
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at Black-backed Gull, Inca Dove, and Ash-throated Flycatcher. Another 
d King Eider, represents the first accepted documentation for the state; 
ever, action on it was completed in time for it to be included in the 
Official List (NOURC, 1988). Photos of several species which been published 
nreviously were scrutinized by the committee while reviewing documentation 
^ ailable for the Official List: Cattle Egret, Phainopepla, and Golden-crowned 
^ row. As time permits, the committee hopes to review other historic records 

for documentation and possible inclusion in the current files. 

Finally, it has come to the attention of the committee that Evening 
Grosbeak was inadvertantly omitted from the Official List. Thus, the following 
additions are made to the Official List: 

Great Black-backed Gull {Larus marinus): Accidental, III. 

(Insert between Glaucous Gull and Black-legged Kittiwake) 

Inca Dove (Columbina inca): Accidental, III. 

(Insert between Passenger Pigeon and Common Ground-dove) 

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens): Accidental, III. 

(Insert between Say’s Phoebe and Great Crested Flycatcher) 

Evening Grosbeak iCoccothraustes vespertinus)\ Regular, I-S. 

(Insert between American Goldfinch and House Sparrow) 

With these additions the Official List stands at 410 species. 

Format 

The format used is essentially the same as that used in the first report 
of the committee (Mollhoff, 1987). For those records in the "accepted" 
category, the species name will be given first, followed by a brief statement 
about the occurrence. The location, date, accession S, file #, and the initials 
of the observer(s) who contributed the documentation make up the rest of the 
report. If the report and/or photo has been published, the reference is listed 
after the observer’s initials. If the record includes a photo or recording, a 
(p) or (r), respectively, follows the initials. A specimen is indicated by (s), 
followed by the museum number and name of the museum where it is housed. A more 
detailed description of the format is found in the first report of the 

committee. 

In the first report, several documentations which were filed for record 
were mentioned. Due to the considerable number of such records and photos which 
the committee has received, these will no longer be listed individually. 
Instead, these will be summarized following the report of the individual 

records. These records are all accessioned and filed and available to 

interested persons. 
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improving it. 

Species reports - accepted records 

CLARK’S GREBE, iAechmophorus cJarkii). The first Nebraska specimen record 
for this species was obtained 11 June 1986 on Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., acc. # 
141, file » 1.1-6, (s) #ZM-15749, U. of Nebr. State Mus.,.TL (/VB/? 55:68-72, 

1987) . A single bird was seen at Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar Co., on 6 Dec. 1986, 
acc. # 066, file » 1.1-1, WH. Several documentations were received of a bird on 
Merritt Res., Cherry Co., 15-17 May 1987, acc. « 091, 092, 093, 144, 146, file # 
1.1-2, 1.1-3, 1.1-4, 1.1-7, 1.1-8, RTK, RCK, RG, BP, LP, TB (A/B/? 55:35, 1987; 
Am. Birds 41:455, 1987). 

ANHINGA {Anhinga anhinga). A single bird was seen and photographed at 
Hidden Lake, Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co,, 2-5 May 1987; acc. « 079, 080, 145, 
150; file » 118-1, 118-2, 118-3, 118-4; BR (p), TB, BP, LP, RTK, (A/BB 55:50, 
1987; Am. Birds 41:455, 1987). 

GREAT EGRET (Casmerodius albus). A single bird was seen at University Lake 
in southern Sioux Co. on 30 Apr. 1988; acc. # 138, file # 196-2; AK (A/BB 56:54, 

1988) . 

SNOWY EGRET {Egretta thula). A single bird was seen 2 mi. E of 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co. on 30 Apr. 1988; acc. # 139, file i* 197-2; AK (A/BB 
56:54, 73, 1988). 

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis). Photographs of 2 birds at Albion, Boone Co. 
on 7 May 1983 were used as documentation for the Official List; acc. 103, file 
# 200.1-1; WM (A/SB 51:67, 1983; A/BB 55:47, 1987). 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax violaceus). A single bird was at 
South Sioux City, Dakota Co., on 17 May 1985. Another was seen there 18 May 
1987; acc. # 132, 108; file # 203-3, 203-2; WH (A/SB 53:51, 1985; /VBB 55:51, 
1987). 

TUNDRA SWAN {Cygnus columbianus), Nine birds were seen on a sandpit 4 mi. 
E. of North Platte, Lincoln Co., 16-18 March 1988, by Nebr. Game and Parks 
personnel; acc. # 137, file « 180-1; GW (A/BB 56:46-47, 1988). 

ROSS’ GOOSE iChen rossii). A single bird was seen on the edge of a flock 
of Snow Geese at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co. on 6 Nov. 1987; acc. 117, file M 
170-1; RTK. 

BRANT iBranta barnicla). A single bird of the Atlantic subspecies 
(B.b.hrota) was found at Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co. in a flock of Canada Geese by a 
group on a field trip from the U. of Minn, on 21 March 1988; acc. ii 125, file # 
173-1; BF (A/BB 56:77-78, 1988). 

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope). A single bird was several miles W. of 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 20 Dec. 1986 - 8 Jan. 1987; acc. # 067, file # 
136-1; AK, MB (p), (A/BB 55:19, 52, 1987); Another male was found with a flock of 
11 American Wigeon on 29 Feb. 1988, 7 mi. E. of Milford, Seward Co.; acc. 126, 
file # 136-2; BP (Am Birds 42:283, 1988). 

KING EIDER (Somateria spectabi1 is). Two birds, at least one of which was 
unanimously agreed to be of this species, were at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co., 10- 
20 Nov. 1985; acc. « 013, file « 162-1; TK(p), BR(p), (A/BB 54:10, 81, 1986; /VBB 
55:73, 1987; Am. Birds 40:135, 1986). This constitutes the first state record 
for the species. 

OLDSQUAW (Clangula hyemalis). A single female was seen 15 mi. NW of 
Albion, Boone Co., 24 Apr. 1987; acc. # 096, file # 154-2; WM (Am. Birds 41:455, 
1987). 

BLACK SCOTER (Melanitta nigra). A single bird was seen at DeSoto NWR, 
Washington Co., on 6 Nov. 1987; acc. # 119, file # 163-2; RTK. 

BARROW’S GOLDENEYE (Bucephala islandica). A single male was photographed 
at Keystone Lake, Keith Co., on 19 Apr. 1987; acc. # 089, file # 152-1; EB, MB 
(p), (A/BB 55:44, 1987; Am. Birds 41:455, 1987). 

MISSISSIPPI KITE (Ictinia mississippians). One was photographed near 
Byron, Thayer Co., on 28 Sept. 1986; acc. # 069, file # 329-3; LM (Am. Birds 
41:110, 1987). 

COMMON MOORHEN (Gall inula chloropus). A pair hatched a brood of 7 young 
at South Sioux City, Dakota Co., 5 May - 29 Aug. 1987; acc. « 107, 112, file # 
219-1, 219-2; WH, RDW (p), (A/BB 55:54-55, 1987; A/BB 56:14, 16-17, 1988; Am. 
Birds 41:455, 1987). 

BLACK-NECKED STILT (Himantopus mexicanus). The breeding flock 4.5 mi. W. 
of Lakeside, Sheridan Co., was documented repeatedly 15 May -3 June 1987; acc. 
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.Q. 104 , 105, file # 226-1. 226-2, 226-3; WM (p), JJ (p), AK. 

' ’ CALIFORNIA GULL {Larus californicus). A single bird was photographed at 

ifpvstone Lake, Keith Co., on 14 Aug. 1986; acc. tt 070, file # 53-2; MY (p), (NBR 
54-77, 1986; Am. fifrcfs 41:1 11, 1987). 

'great black-backed GULL {Larus marinus). An immature was seen at the 
Sutherland Res., Lincoln, Co., on 21 Feb. 1988; acc. # 124, file # 47-1; RCR 
{Am Birds 42:284, 1988). This is the first documented record for the state. 

^ ' SABINE’S GULL (Xema sabini). A wel1-documented immature was at Branched 

Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 10-14 Oct. 1987, and was observed by many; acc. # 115, 
127 149^ file » 82-1, 62-2, 62-3; RTK, BP, TL, (WSR 56:21, 1988; Am. Birds 

42-98, 1988). 

INCA DOVE (Columbina inca). Nebraska s first recorded Inca Dove 
obligingly stayed in Kearney, Buffalo Co., from 28 Oct. 1987 to 29 Feb. 1988, 
where it was seen by a number of observers; acc. # 122, 131, file # 321-1, 321- 
2 - EP RW {NBR 56:3, 1988; Am. Birds 42:284, 1988). 

’ lewis’ WOODPECKER {Melanerpes 7ew7s). A single bird well out of its usual 
breeding range was found 7 June 1987, near Almeria, Loup Co. Later searches 
failed to find it again and no evidence of breeding was noted; acc. # 102, file 
# 408-2; WM (p). 

rED-NAPED SAPSUCKER {Sphyrapicus nuthalis). A single male was photographed 
in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co., on 17 Apr. 1987, to provide the first documented 
record of this recently-split species since 1920; acc. # 090, file # 402.1-1; MB 
(p), (A/Bff 55:40, 1987; Am. fi/rds 41:456, 1987). 

SAY’S PHOEBE {Sayornis saya). Two birds were seen in Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy Co., on 28 Apr. 1988, but were not seen again; acc. # 140, file It 457-1. 
DB (NBR 56:66-67, 1988). 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens). A single bird was very 
carefully studied near the White River, north of Chadron, Dawes Co., on 29 Aug. 
1987; acc. # 123, file # 454-1; RCR, DR {Am. Birds 42:99, 1988). This is the 

first accepted record of the species in the state. 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannyus forficatus). A photo was published 
of one caught in a banding net near Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., in July 1979; 
acc. I* 111, file # 443-3; RG {NBR 55: AT, 1987). 

CLARK’S NUTCRACKER {Nucifraga columbiana). The birds, which have been in 
the Pine Ridge since Oct. 1986, were documented in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co., 
on 15 May 1987; acc. H 147, file it 491-3; TB {Am. Birds 4i: 455, 1987). Nesting 
was documented in the southern Black Hills in adjacent South Dakota in Apr. 1987 
(5. D. Bird Notes 40:94-95, 1988) and should be searched for in the Pine Ridge 
of Nebraska. 

WINTER WREN {Troglodytes troglodytes). A single bird was found near the 
Missouri River north of Willis, Dakota Co., on 7 Feb. 1987, providing a mid¬ 
winter record: acc. tt 083, file tt 722-1; WH {NBR 55:60, 1987). 

VARIED THRUSH {Ixoreus naevius). Photos were placed in the committee 
files of two past records from Alliance, Box Butte Co, They were taken in Nov. 
1984 and Jan. 1980; acc. It 075, 077, file It 763-2, 763-3; DT (p) (A/fi/? 53:80-81, 
1985). 

SAGE THRASHER {Oreoscoptes montanus). A single bird was photographed in 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co. on 18 Apr, 1987; acc. tt 088, file tt 702-1; MB (p) 
{{NBR 55:47, 1987; Am. Birds 4V.457, 1987). 

PHAINOPEPLA {Phainopepla nitens). A series of photographs of the only 
Nebraska record for this species has been placed in the files. They were taken 
in Jan. 1983 in Alliance, Box Butte Co.; acc. tt 078, file tt 620-1; DT (p) {NBR 
51:18-19, 1983). 

WHITE-EYED VIREO (Vireo griseus). A single bird was found near Winnebago, 
Thurston Co., on 8 May 1987, somewhat north of its usual range; acc. tt 109, file 
tt 631-1 ; WH {NBR 55:62, 1987). 

WORM-EATING WARBLER {Helmitheros vermivorus). A single individual was 
found in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., on 5 May 1987. Another was found on 
Cedar Island, Sarpy Co., on 9 May 1987; acc. tt 081, 145, file tt 639-1, 639-2; 
TB, RTK [NBR 55:63, 1987). 

CONNECTICUT WARBLER {Oporornis agilis). A single bird was seen at close 
range at the NOU Fall Field Day on 3 Oct. 1987 in the Nebraska National Forest 
near Halsey, Thomas Co.; acc. tt 116, file tt 678-1 ; RTK {NBR 55:78, 1987). 

MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER {Oporornis tolmiei)-. A single bird was caught. 
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photographed, banded, and its identity carefully established on 21 May 1986, 
near Laurel, Cedar Co,: Acc. « 087, FILE # 680-1; MB (p) (WS/? 55:41-42, 1987; 
Am. Birds 40:493, 1986). 

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW {Zonotrichia atricapi 11a). Photos of the bird at 
Alliance, Box Butte Co., on 25-26 Nov. 1984, have been placed in the committee 
files. This appears to be the only Class I record for the state; acc. # 074, 
file tt 557-1; DT (p) (NBR 52:71, 1984). 

SMITH’S LONGSPUR {Calcarius pictus). Four birds were seen at Pawnee Lake, 
west of Lincoln, Lancaster Co., on 11 Feb. 1988; acc. # 128, file 537-3; BO 
(NBR 56:77, 1988). 

Non-accepted records 

PACIFIC LOON (Gavia pacifies). This is another documentation of the bird 
at Branched Oak Res., Lancaster Co., in Nov. 1986. The bird was studied and 
photographed and some of the documentations were accepted. It has been the 
subject of some debate, hinging not so much on the adequacy of the 
documentations themselves, as on whether or not the Pacific and Arctic Loons may 
be definitely identified in the field in basic (winter) plumage. The 
publication of new identification techniques will necessitate a review of all 
documentations received by the committee, in order to form a consensus of 
opinion. 

CLARK’S GREBE (Aechmophorus. clarkii). Documentation of a bird seen at 
Walgren Lake, Sheridan Co., on 3 June 1987, was found too incomplete to be 
acceptable. 

MISSISSIPPI KITE (Ictinia mississippiensis). The report of a bird seen at 
Valentine, Cherry Co., on 16 May 1987, was voted Class IV (probably correct, but 
not beyond doubt) because the description was not felt adequate to exclude a 
male Northern Harrier, and the behavior of this bird and other birds in the area 
at the time did not seem to fit quite right. 

THAYER’S GULL {Larus thayeri). This bird at Gavin’s Point Dam, Cedar Co., 
on 30 Nov. 1985 was originally reported as a Glaucous-winged Gull (L. 
glaucescens). Another observer had identified it as a Thayer’s Gull and sent 
photographs of it to an outside authority who agreed that it was a Thayer’s 
Gull. However, the photos were not made available to the committee and the 
correspondence left some questions unanswered in the minds of the committee. 
The committee agreed that the evidence pointed toward Thayer’s Gull, but that 
there were just too many uncertainties to accept it as a first state record. 

YELLOW RAIL {Coturnicops noveboracensis). A report of a bird seen on 10 
June 1987, south of Bassett, Rock Co., was voted Class IV. It was not accepted 
because of the very brief duration of the sighting and because the bird did not 
respond to a taped call of the species. The area was searched again a week 
later but to no avai1. 

MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE (Parus gambeli). This report of a bird seen 5 Dec. 
1976 at Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., was voted Class IV, primarily because it was 
based on memory and not on notes made at the time of the sighting. There is not 
adequate documentation available to add the species to the state list at this 
time. 

PINE WARBLER (Dendroica pinus). A report from Omaha, Douglas Co., on 12 
Sept. 1986, and one from Cedar Island, Sarpy Co., on 9 May 1987 were both voted 
Class IV because the descriptions did not exclude the possibility of another 
species. 

In addition to the above records, the committee has also received and 
filed for records documentations of the following species: Great Egret, Mallard 
(p). Red-tailed Hawk albino (p), Golden Eagle, Merlin (p),.Sharp-tailed Grouse 
(p). Whooping Crane, Burrowing Owl (p), Townsend’s Solitaire, American Robin 
albino (p), Solitary Vireo (p). Brewer’s Sparrow (p), and Red Crossbill (p). 

Observers are again encouraged to contribute documentations of all 
occurrences of birds of less than REGULAR status on the Official List. The 
following species have been upgraded to REGULAR status since the committee first 
requested such reports: Snowy Egret, Ross’ Goose, Greater Scaup, Mississippi 
Kite, Northern Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon, Whooping Crane, Common Tern, Western 
Flycatcher, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Golden-winged Warbler, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Rosy Finch (Gray-crowned). 

Observers are also encouraged to submit reports on any bird which is out 
of its expected range or outside its usual dates of occurrence. 
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NESTING ECOLOGY OF SEDGE WRENS IN HALL COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

The status of the Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) in Nebraska is not 
well known. Cink (1973) summarized summer records from 1867 to 1971 and 

described only a few nest records. One nest discovered on 28 August 1902 at 
Capitol Beach, Lancaster Co., was assumed empty, apparently because of the late 
date. Bedell (1987) recorded July and August sightings in southcentral Nebraska 
and raised the question of whether these birds were migrants or nesting. 

Sedge Wrens are frequently polygynous (Crawford 1977, Burns 1982) and may 
exhibit two waves of nesting effort in some areas (Burns 1982). Nest initiation 
appears to fall into two periods depending on the latitude; one from early May 
to June in Michigan (Walkinshaw 1935), Minnesota (Burns 1982), North Dakota 
(Stewart 1975), and Wisconsin (Manci and Rusch 1988), and the other beginning in 
late July through August in Kansas (Cink pers. comm., Williams 1981) and 

Arkansas (Meanley 1952) in addition to more northern latitudes as cited above. 
This may explain why Sedge Wrens are often not encountered during “typical" May 
and June breeding bird censuses, especially in southern and western portions of 
their nesting range (Robbins et al. 1986) 

This paper compares nesting densities on a grazed versus an ungrazed area 
and describes the nesting phenology of Sedge Wrens during the 1988 nesting 

season in Hall Co. 

Study area and methods 

The study area was the sedge meadows located on Mormon Island Crane 

Meadows, Hall Co., Nebraska (Lingle and Hay 1982). Four transects, 2 in an 

ungrazed pasture and 2 in an adjacent grazed pasture, were established. Each 
transect was about 0.4 mi. in length and ran perpendicular to the sinuous 
topography of the relict channels meandering throughout the meadows. A chi- 
square test was used to determine differences in the number of Wrens counted in 
the grazed versus ungrazed pastures. 

Censuses were conducted 3 times on each transect between 12-18 August 
1988. Morning counts occurred between 0736 and 0940 h CDT. - An observer 
recorded all Wrens observed or heard and estimated the perpendicular distance 
each Wren was from the transect line. Population estimates were derived by 
estimating the area censused and recording the number of males present within 
each polygon. 

Eleven adult Sedge Wren's were captured during 19-25 August by driving them 
into mist nests. Each bird was banded and released. During banding operations 
an active nest was found and its fate was determined through repeated visits. 

Results 

Occurrence 

Sedge Wrens arrived in the area on 26 July and were present at least 
through 18 October 1988. First arrivals were seen on 28 June 1984 (Labedz 1984) 
and on 1 August, 16 August, and 20 August 1985-1987 respectively (Bedell 1987, 
Lingle unpubl. data). This species has not been recorded on MICM during 
breeding bird census studies, which have been conducted annually between 23 May 
to 20 June since 1980.. Departure dates previous to 1988 were not determined. 

Nesting populations and habitat use 

A total of 123 (X = 

41 + 5) Sedge Wrens were Table 1. Sedge Wren nesting population estimate 

counted during all 

censuses combined (Fig. 1, 

Table 1). There were 
significantly more Wrens 
counted on the ungrazed 
versus grazed pasture (p < 

•05). Individual transect 


Ungrazed 

Number counted 86 

X Wren/census 29+4 

Density (males/100 ac.) 48 


Grazed Combined 
37 ,123 

12+2 41+5 

18 32 
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Figure 1. Sedge Wren census on Mormon Island Crane Meadows. 

Transects #1 and 2 were in an ungrazed pasture, and transects it 3 and 4 

were in a grazed pasture. 

counts had from 3 to 17 Wrens. Sedge Wrens were most prevalent along the 

margins of the relict channels (sloughs), avoiding the higher ground between the 
sloughs. Predominant vegetation where Wrens occurred was water sedge iCarex 
aquatilus). common ragweed {Ambrosia artemisifolia), and river bulrush {Scirpus 
fTuviatilus). Cattle were in the grazed area from 1 July to 14 August at a 
stocking rate of 1.0 AUM (animal unit month) per acre. 

Nest observations 

Three nests were discovered on 24 August during banding operations. Two 
were empty and may have been dummy nests and the other contained 3 eggs. There 
were 4 eggs present on 25 August and 5 eggs on 1 September. The nest contained 
2 blind and naked hatchlings on 8 September and 3 hatchlings on 10 and 13 

September. The other two eggs, which were addled, were collected. Three 
nestlings were banded on 18 September at 11 days of age. Rectrices and remiges 
were emerging, as were most contour feathers. The site was visited next on 4 
October. Although an adult Wren was in the vicinity, there was no sign of the 
nest. It was assumed the young fledged, but what happened to the nest is 
unknown. 

Discussion 

Sedge Wrens established territories and initiated nesting in late July 
through mid-August in Hall Co. Although singing males have been reported in 
June in eastern Nebraska (Cink 1973, Johnsgard 1980), their breeding season 
may shift between years at the same site (Burns 1982). A nest with 3 nearly 
fledged nestlings was found on 28 August 1988 in Boone Co. (W. Mollhoff, pers. 

comm.). An adaptive advantage to late nesting is reduced competition for 

available resources. It is not known if birds nesting in the late summer have 
nested earlier elsewhere in their range. This aspect of their nesting behavior 
needs clarification. 

Nesting densities (expressed as males/100 acres) have been as high as 47 
in Illinois (Birkenholz 1984), 29 in Iowa (Wilson 1983), 12 in Kansas (Cink and 
Sepahi 1983), 78 in Minnesota (Hanowski and Niemi 1983), 60 in North Dakota 
(Higgins at al. 1984), 72 in Wisconsin (Manci and Rusch 1988) , and 350 in 
Michigan (Walkinshaw 1935). In comparison, densities from this study were 
somewhat lower. 

We believe the higher density of Sedge Wrens in the ungrazed areas was due 
to denser nesting cover than that in the grazed area. Grazing and trampling by 
cattle reduced vegetation stature, apparently making it less attractive to 
Wrens. Physiography was similar in both areas. Both pastures were dry, with 
no standing water in the sloughs. 

The disappearance of the nest in this study is puzzling. Pieman and 
Pieman (1980) observed male Sedge Wrens remove nest material from an 
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tificially placed Marsh Wren {Cistothorus palustris) nest and use it for their 
^wn nest. Burns (1982) suspected the destruction by another wren of a Sedge 
Wren nest under observation. It is possible that the nest in our study was 
removed by the Wrens themselves. Observations of nests in the future may shed 
light on this hypothesis. 

This nest is the westernmost documentation in Nebraska. On 19 August 1988 
heard a singing male in a sedge meadow in Sec. 15, T8N, R19W, Phelps Co.,but 
nest was found. Sedge Wrens are possible breeders in northeast Colorado 
(A 0 U. 1983). A singing male was reported last August at Arapahoe NWR, 
Colorado, northwest of Rocky Mountain National Park (H. Kingery, pers. cofrim.). 
Perhaps closer scrutiny of Sedge Wrens in August may better define their western 
range in the central Great Plains. 
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(Current address, 10120 Silverleaf Terrace, Richmond, VA. 23236) 

"YOUNG PURPLE FINCH"; SOME QUESTIONS 

A recent note in the Review (Green, 1988) reported on an immature Purple 
Finch (Carpodacus purpureus) and gave the impression that the bird was hatched 
in eastern Nebraska. Before a claim is made that would imply a first state 
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breeding record, and it becomes an unquestioned part of the state’s literature, 
I believe the evidence should be closely examined and be as irrefutable as 
possible. The report cites evidence used to support the claim of recent, nearby 
fledging, but, in my opinion, the cited evidence refutes rather than supports 
that claim. Since the species has never been reported to be a part of the 
state’s breeding avifauna, I believe a response is in order. 

My concerns with the report fall into several areas: i) the age criteria 
listed in the note are not diagnostic for aging this species; 2) accepted age 
criteria which are diagnostic were not used, nor even mentioned; 3) the 
likelihood of finding a just-fledged bird on this date, at this location, is not 
discussed or even mentioned. I will address these points in turn. 

The report cites three points in identifying the bird as recently fledged; 

1) an orange gape, 2) "juvenile " plumage, 3) incomplete feather tract. 

1) Orange gape: the only reference to gape in the age key used in the Banding 
Manual (USF&WS, 1980) is the statement "DO NOT age by gape" (their emphasis). 
Although many passerines may be reliably aged by the presence of a swollen, 
brightly colored gape, it is a reliable age indicator for this species. 

2) juvenal plumage: The diagnostic criteria cited in the Banding Manual to 
identify juvenile plumage are: "throat finely and heavily streaked and undertail 
coverts streaked; crissum fluffy and loosely textured". Bent (1968) describes 
the abdomen as "dull white, streaked with paler olive-brown"; while 
Roberts’ (1955) description of *the abdomen states that the "markings are 
diffuse, faint yellowish below". The photo in the Audubon Master guide (1983) 
labeled "immature" (which appears to be of a juvenal-plumaged individual) 
illustrates the difference between juvenal and the first pre-basic (first 
winter) plumage very clearly. The original photo (NOD Records Committee file 
#517-1), which is labeled "juvenile plumage", shows only the belly and cheek and 
thus does not show the diagnostic marks as stated in the Banding Manual. It 
does, however, show an abdomen with sharply defined markings on a clear white 
background, thus indicating that the bird is not in juvenal plumage. The photo 
labeled "gape" does give a good view of the throat. It does not show a throat 
"finely and heavily streaked" however; it shows, instead, a throat with a clear, 
unmarked white throat patch, another characteristic mark of an older bird. 

If the bird was molting into juvenal plumage (pre-juvenal molt) as the 
note infers, remnants of natal down would very likely still be present and the 
feathers would be fresh and unworn. Down is not mentioned in the text, nor is 
any evident in the picture. A close examination of the original photo shows the 
drown feathers to be quite worn, exactly what would be expected in a bird 
undergoing the normal partial pre-alternate (pre-nuptial) molt at a minimum age 
of 10 - 12 months. 

Another age clue mentioned in the literature and illustrated in the photos 
of the Audubon Master Guide is a short, indistinct superciliary stripe. The 
photos of the bird in question show instead a bright, clearly defined stripe, 
which extends on down the neck. While this is mot an absolutely diagnostic mark 
by itself, it is yet another strong indication of a more mature bird. 

3) Incomplete feather tract: Although this term is not further described, the 
original photo shows an incompletely filled ventral tract, with numerous 
pinfeathers. This is a strong indication that molt is in progress, although 
there is a remote possibility that these feathers are being replaced after an 
injury. Assuming molt, the question is, which molt is occurring? The Banding 
Manual states that the normal pre-alternate (pre-nuptial) molt is restricted to 
the head, but a more recent reference (Pyle, et al., 1987) is not so 
restrictive, stating instead that the species undergoes a limited, pre-alternate 
molt in April. Both references list unanswered question-s about plumage/molt 
sequences that are still in need of further research, apparently because the 
species exhibits so much individual variation 

A final question, not mentioned in the note, is the likelihood of finding 
a just-fledged bird on this date at this location. The answer is that it is 
unlikely in the extreme. The nearest regular breeding range appears to be in 
north-central Minnesota and Wisconsin (DeSante and Pyle, 1986). However, 
breeding activity there does not commence until late May - early June, with the 
young being fledged in July (Johnsgard, 1979). Bent lists a total of 109 egg 
dates for the U.S. The peak appears to be about the first week of June. The 
earliest egg record reported was 15 May. If we work backward from the date of 
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t is report, 20 April, and subtract 14 days for the nestling period, minus 
then 13 days for incubation, we arrive at a laying date not later than 20 
about 2.5 months earlier than average and nearly 2 months earlier than 
reported by Bent. This would require a nesting two months early Mid 400 
out of range and in the wrong habitat. A search of the regional reports 
'^n American Birds (1987) revealed no mention of unusual breeding activity by 
Purple Finches for the eastern half of the continent during that spring and 
c;ummer. They were mentioned only in passing as being present in normal or lower 
than normal numbers. 

In summary. I believe this report does not justify the belief that the 
tj-jr-d was raised nearby nor that it is a young bird. The criteria used to age 
the bird are demonstrably unreliable. The photos show quite clearly the 
markings characteristic of a bird at least 10-11 months old. There is nothing 
to demonstrate that it was anything other than a bird undergoing its first pre- 
alternate molt. The orange gape is not completely "normal", but as the Banding 
Manual warns, it cannot be used as an age indicator for this species. The bird 
appears to be a sub-adult undergoing its usual pre-alternate molt in April, 
fight on schedule. The difficulty in aging this species correctly has been a 
problem for the past century and some questions may yet remain to be answered. 
Tt shows again how imperfect our collective knowledge is of even a common 


species. 

I wish to thank the following bird banders for critically reviewing this 
note: Mark Brogie, Thomas Labedz, Gary tingle, and David Stage. 
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NEBRASKA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM REQUEST FOR HELP 


The Nebraska Natural Heritage Program is a computer-assisted inventory of 
rare or uncommon plants, animals, and communities in Nebraska. This information 
is used to help establish protection priorities, land protection, species 
review, impact assessment, research, and for education. We are currently 
operating under a two-year contract between the Nature Conservancy and the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Our office is in the Nebraska Game and 
Parks building in Lincoln. We have a full-time staff consisting of a Botanist, 
Zoologist, and Community Ecologist, 

As the Zoologist for the Program, I would like to solicit the help of NOU 
members. Currently, I am tracking information on 67 species of birds (see 
list). Next to each species on the list is a code indicating the type of 
information being recorded for that particular species. If you have or obtain 
information which ineets these specification on any of the birds on this list 
please send me as much of the following information as you have: 

SPECIES, OBSERVER’S NAME, OBSERVATION DATE, LOCATION (AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE, 
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TOWNSHIP, RANGE, SECTION IF AVAILABLE), HABITAT DESCRIPTION, POPULATION 
INFORMATION. 


Eared Grebe 

B 

Black Rail 

A 

Carolina Wren 

B 

American Bittern 

C 

King Rail 

C 

Sedge Wren 

B 

Least Bittern 

C 

Piping Plover 

B 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

6 

Black-crowned 


Mountain Plover 

C 

Townsend Solitaire 

6 

Night-Heron 

C 

Black-necked Stilt 

C 

Sage Thrasher 

B 

White-faced Ibis 

B 

Eskimo Curlew 

A 

White-eyed Vireo 

B 

Trumpeter Swan 

B 

Long-billed Curlew 

B 

Bell’s Vireo 

B 

Canvasback 

B 

Common Snipe 

B 

Solitary Vireo 

B 

Swallow-tailed Kite 

A 

Forster’s Tern 

B 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

B 

Bald Eagle 

BD 

Interior Least Tern 

B 

Cerulean Warbler 

B 

Northern Harrier 

B 

Black Tern 

B 

Prothonotary Warbler 

6 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

B 

Barred Owl 

B 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

B 

Cooper’s Hawk 

B 

Short-eared Owl 

6 

Kentucky Warbler 

B 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

C 

Common Poorwill 

B 

Summer Tanager 

B 

Swainson’s Hawk 

B 

Chuck-will’s-widow 

B 

Western Tanager 

B 

Ferruginous Hawk 

B 

White-throated Swift 

B 

Lazuli Bunting 

B 

Golden Eagle 

BD 

Lewis’ Woodpecker 

B 

Savannah Sparrow 

B 

Merlin 

B 

Pileated Woodpecker 

C 

Swamp Sparrow 

B 

Peregrine Falcon 

A 

Western W.ood-Pewee 

B 

McCown’s Longspur 

B 

Ruffed Grouse 

A 

Western Flycatcher 

B 

Chestnut-col 1ared 


Sage Grouse 

A 

Violet-green Swallow 

B 

Longspur 

B 

Lesser 


Pygmy Nuthatch 

6 

Brewer’s Blackbird 

B 

Prairie-Chicken 

A 

Brown Creeper 

B 

Red Crossbill 

B 


Code Explanation 

A location where collected or sighted in appropriate habitat 
B nest, nesting pairs, territorial displays, presence of young or eggs, adult 
carrying food to nest 

C as in B or observed in appropriate habitat during breeding season 
D concentrations in critical wintering habitat 

Mary Kay Clausen, Nebraska Natural Heritage Program, 2200 North 23rd Street, 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 (402) 471-5421. 

AN ICELAND GULL IN CEDAR COUNTY, NEBRASKA 


Both Johnsgard (1986) and 
Bray et al. (1986) list the 

Iceland gull (Larus glaucoides) 
as accidental; the only record 
for Nebraska being a first-year 
male bird shot from a flock of 
crows by a boy at Dorchester, 
Saline Co., on 15 January 1907. 
The specimen was supposedly 
preserved, but now cannot be 
located with certainty. The 
following provides the second 
record for this species for 
Nebraska. 

On 4 December 1988 we 
observed a first winter Iceland 



Gull at the Gavin’s Point tailwaters, Cedar Co., Nebraska. The bird was first 
seen flying from a small sandbar and was in the company of several Ring-billed 
Gulls (Larus delawarensis) . It flew upstream to the area where the water is 
released from the power plant, where it spent approximately 15 minutes. During 
this time it flew past us several times at a distance of less than 25 yards, and 
we were able to get several photos of the bird. 

The bird appeared several inches larger than the Ring-billed Gulls, and 
exhibited a whitish body with brown fleckings, translucent primaries, all dark 
brownish-black bill, dark eye, and flesh-colored feet. In flight, the forewings 
appeared noticeably darker than that of the whitish primaries. From above, the 
back part of the tail was more brownish than the whitish colored rump patch; 
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however 


the terminal 


appeared a dirty white. 

jhe head of this 

proportion 


edge of the tail was bordered with white. The mantle 
becoming increasingly whiter toward the wing tips. 

The head of this gull was noticeably more rounded and was in smaller 
to the body than that of a Herring Gull {Larus argentatus) or 
rlaucous Gull {Larus hyperboreus) ; species which were also present that day. 
The bill was also noticeably less robust than the bill of a Herring or Glaucous 

This gull was seen by several observers in subsequent days. As far as we 
it was last observed by Mark and Ellen Brogie on 13 December. On this 
at approximately 4:45 PM, it was found sitting on the ice on the southwest 
of Lake Yankton. It was observed for about 20 minutes, at which time it 
west over Lewis and Clark Lake and disappeared. Identifiable photographs 
in possession the authors and others have been sent to the Nebraska Records 

committee. 

Literature cited 

T. E., B. K. Padelford, W. R. Silcock, 1986. The Birds of Nebraska - A 
Critically Evaluated List. Published by the authors, Omaha, Nebraska, 111 


know 

date 

side 

flew 

are 


Bray, 


pp. 

johnsgard, P. A. 1986. A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent 
Plains States. Occ. Pap. NOU No. 6, 170 pp. 

- Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

- Ed M. Brogie, 1120 Main St., Wayne, Neb. 68787 


NOTES ON BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKES IN CEDAR COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

The Black-legged Kittiwake 
is listed as accidental for 
Nebraska by both Johnsgard 
( 1986 ) and Bray et al,. (1986). 

Only a few documented records 
exist for this species for the 
state. Photographs of Black¬ 
legged Kittiwakes found in Cedar 
Co., 1988, are in possession of 
the author and others have been 
sent to the Nebraska Records 
Committee. 

On 26 November 1988 Bill 
Huser found a first-winter 
plomaged Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyla) at the tailwaters of Gavin’s 
Point Dam, Cedar Co., Nebraska. On 2 December David Stage visited the area and 
found a Kittiwake frequenting the same area. He observed it feeding in the area 
where the water is emitted from the power plant and flying to a resting spot on 
the ice on the south side of Lake Yankton. On 3 December Mark and Ellen Brogie 
observed two different Kittiwakes; both first-winter plumaged birds. The birds 

were seen on the ice at Lake Yankton and feeding in the area below the power 

plant. Several photographs were taken. On 4 December Ed M, and Mark Brogie 
observed and photographed two Kittiwakes feeding together below the power 

plant. When feeding, the birds often went completely out of sight beneath the 

surface. The birds could be separated, as one was missing a central tail 
feather, and the black collar of one birds was noticeably more extensive. 
Several times the birds flew past at a distance of less than 10 yards. On 5 
December Bill Huser and David Stage had three first-winter plumaged Kittiwakes 
at the Gavin’s Point area. At least one first-winter plumaged Kittiwake was 
observed periodically from 6 through 17 December by Willis Hall, David Stage, 
and Mark Brogie. On 18 December Wills Hall and Mark and Ellen Brogie saw one 

Kittiwake early in the morning below the power plant, and the Brogies saw two 
different first-winter plumaged Kittiwakes about 11 AM, one on the ice on Lake 
Yankton and another flying upriver toward the dam. This represents the last 
author-known sightings of this species for the area. 

Literature cited 

Bray, T. e., B. K. Padelford, W. R. Silcock, 1986, The Birds of Nebraska - A 

Critically Evaluated List. Published by the authors, Omaha, Nebraska. 

111 PP- (continued on the next paae) 



Photos: Ed M. Brogie/Mark A. Brogie 
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Johnsgard, P. A., 1986. A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent 

Plains States. Occ. Pap. Nebr. Ornith. Unions, No. 6 170 pp. 

- Mark A Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

NOTES 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN CEDAR COUNTY, NEBRASKA. On 4 
December 1988, Ed M. Brogie observed and I 
photographed a first-winter plumaged Glaucous Gull 
(Larus hyperboreus) at the tailwaters of Gavin’s 
Point Dam, Cedar Co., Nebraska. It was seen in the 
company of several Herring (.Larus argentatus) and 
Ring-billed (Larus delawarensis) Gulls, and was 
noticeably larger than both these species. Its 
large, bicolored bill, dark eye, flesh-colored feet, 
and large flattened head were noted. Its body 
feathers were whitish in color, intermixed with brown 
fleckings. The wings appeared long and had the 
translucent primaries characteristic of the species. 

In subsequent days as many as four or five Glaucous 
Gulls were observed in the area by several observers. Ellen Brogie and I last 
recorded the species for the area on 18 December. Photographs of this gull 
species are in possession of the author and others have been sent to the 
Nebraska Records Committee. 

— Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

SPRING 1988 SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA RECORDS. Glen and Wanda Hoge found a male 
Kentucky Warbler 26 May at Indian Cave State Park (Richardson Co.) campground, 
and on 28 May they saw two Black-billed Magpies in Jefferson Co., between 
Fairbury and Powell. 

A YANK, NOT A REB. The color original of the Connecticut Warbler picture 
(NBR 56:99) shows only a slight lightening of the head color as it goes under 
the throat; why the black-and-white picture shows such a sharp division and 
change of color is not apparent. But this division prompted a reader to suggest 
that the bird actually was a Nashville Warbler. Mr. Blake sent him a color 
picture; Mr. Mollhoff, of the Records Committee, sent him a letter mentioning 
several points of identification, some depending on color. With this 
information in hand the reader agreed that it indeed was a Connecticut Warbler. 
This note is for those who questioned the identity but didn’t write 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The Complete Birder, A Guide to Better Birding, Jack Connor, illustrated 
by Margaret LaFarge, xiii + 285 pp., Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, softcover 

$8.95. 

The Complete Birder is divided into twelve chapters that can aid both the 
serious birder and the beginning birder. Connor opens with a chapter entitled 
"the Sporting Science". In this chapter he unequivocally states outright that 
birding is not easy, no matter how experienced one is nor how well equipped. He 
does say, and I tend to agree, that "birding can be exhilarating, enlightening, 
evocative, or exasperating — and often all of these at once —". He uses this 
chapter to historically relate his development as a birder. The process was a 
slow, prolonged, tortuous development. 

Excellent chapters on optics and acoustics follow. Connor explains all 
the details to look for when buying the right binoculars, spotting scopes, and 
tripods. He states that the road to good birding is done by upgrading the 
binoculars the birder uses. To do this involves comparison shopping and careful 
analysis of the technical information. One needs to know what one wants to do 
as a birder. Then one goes out and finds the binoculars and other equipment 
that best suit one’s needs. Once one has binoculars, one needs to use them in 
the field on a regular basis. Becoming a good birder cannot be accomplished by 
resting on the living room sofa in front of the television set. Birding 
experience is gained through contact with nature. In addition, the author leads 
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reader through the various ways the reader can use the bird songs and calls 
become a better birder. This requires practice and a number of other fine- 
inned mnemonic skills. These skills are not acquired overnight. 

Three chapters cover migration, winter birds, and summer birds. The 
ter on migration explains this interesting phenomenon and how migration 
'*^l*^tes to binding. The winter and the summer chapters explain how these two 

sons vary as to what birds are to be found in various geographical regions of 
the United States. All three chapters are interesting to read and are useful to 
the birder. 

The next five chapters deal with birds that are difficult to identify when 
countered across the country during different times of the year. The five 
^roups of birds are warblers, hawks, shorebirds, terns, and gulls. These five 
^haoters provide detailed, often subtle, points on how to identify these problem 
birds when encountered in the field. Connor gives adequate details to separate 
^imilar-appearing birds from each other, using geographic range, season of the 
vear flight patterns, songs and qalls, plumage variations, other morphological 
features, and behavior. The advice that Connor gives to make crucial 
identifications is excellent, although distinctions are often subtle, requiring 
a practiced eye for detail and an excellent memory. This can only come from 
experience and perseverance. Generally, Connor uses sections of the United 
States, namely, the Atlantic states. Great Lake states, Gulf Coast states, and 
western regions, including the Pacific Ocean states and the desert southwest. 
This sort of breakdown does not assist birders much in some sections of the 
country, especially the Midwest, Even if one visited these areas, one would 
have trouble applying the information needed to separate the troublesome birds 
encountered. For most of these areas, the problem birds are not conveniently 
tabulated for ready reference and instant retrieval. (If one has ample time, 
one can do such tabulations by laboriously extricating pertinent information 
from the text and transferring this information to note cards for the regions 
one is interested in.) 

If one is truly interested in improving one’s binding, then it is 

important to take notes and to incorporate these descriptive notes into one’s 
field guide. These note tips should be reviewed often or else the tips fade 
rapidly from memory. (A WARNING: Sadly, I did not take notes when I read the 
book, therefore I have nothing to show for it.) As I stated above, Connor 
should have used tables to facilitate the transference of information for 
identifying difficult, similar-appearing birds. By universally using more selT- 
help tables and other guides, one would have a very useful too.l to launch 

oneself into better birding. In its current format, most of the helpful tips 
will soon be forgotten unless one takes notes. 

Connor is my kind of birder. He flavors each chapter with numerous real- 
life anecdotes. Connor’s basic conclusion: even the best birders make mistakes, 
although fewer of them. If one is birding alone, one should be extra careful in 
making crucial identifications. One should take detailed notes in the field 
when rarities and unusual sightings are encountered. If one is birding with 
others, dare them to actively scrutinize the bird in view so that it can be 
quickly and correctly identified. (I try to play devil’s advocate when I bird 

alone or with others.) In a group, I more often than not blurt out 

spontaneously identifications, which often miss the mark, or I recklessly gabble 
the wrong name as I scmietimes do: ring-billed duck for ring-necked duck, or 
hooded grebe for horned grebe, and so on. This kind of maneuver is due more to 
my idiopathic excitement than anything else; however, it does help to get others 
to think about what they see and hear. In the flurry of activity, I become 
hyperexcited. I guess that is the way I am — quirks, idiosyncrasies, 
personality warps, myopic vision, warts, and all. As Connor states, the mind 
can play all kinds of tricks, whether one is alone or in the company of others. 
These tricks can be embarrassing and frustrating at times and on other occasions 
these tricks can transform situations into enjoyable, rewarding experiences. 
While birding, one will encounter the whole gamut of birder types. THE LIFE OF 
A BIRDER IS NEVER DULL. 

— Larry L. Einemann, 2917 South 53rd Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 
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The Maine Woods, Henry David Thoreau, introduction by Edward Hoagland* 
xxxiii + 442, indexed, Penguin Books, New York, soft cover $7.95 

Another of the Penguin Nature Library. This book describes Thoreau’l 
trips to Maine’s backwoods (when they really were) in 1846, 1853, and 1857. Hi 
gives the details of getting to the outposts, and of the trips in the woods. H4 
covers the geography, the weather, the fauna, the flora - anything that comes ti 
his notice. Maine, contrasted to Massachusetts, paid for water troughs (fofl 
stock) by its highways, and was banishing bar-rooms from them. Homesteads IH 
the woods were cleared by cutting the trees and burning them (presumably nol 
enough timber involved to warrant a timber drive). Thoreau didn’t mind thisj 
except that until the land was completely cleared it made hard walking when thejl 
had to cross such an area, but he disapproved of the slaughter of moose fo« 
their hides (for moccasins). Usually most, if not all, of the meat was left 
unused. The perpetrators were not subject to the harassment now given to thosi 
who are cutting down the tropical forests, or killing elephants and 
rhinoceroses. It is interesting reading without bothering with sucH 
comparisons, but if one is interested in detail one should get a fairly detailed 
map of Maine, to follow the trips (hoping that the names of rivers, lakes, and 
mountains are still the same), and read, or at least be aware of, the appendices 
at the back with the names of trees, plants, animals, and birds. On the lasU 
trip, especially, they were botanizing most of the time, with fishing maybe 
second in the use of spare time. Thoreau, on the advice of his Indian guide,, 
reports that Red-headed Woodpeckers are good to eat. For at least one bird,: 
both the common and the scientific names have changed. The spirit duck, oK 
dipper, Fuligula aJbicola, is now known as the Bufflehead, Bucephala albeola. 
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CHANGES IN THE A.O.U. CHECK-LIST 

The Thirty-seventh Supplement to the American Ornithologists’ Union 
Check-list of North American Birds [Auk, 106:532-538) made these changes in 
species which may be found in Nebraska: 

Common Barn-Owl [Tyto alba) to Barn Owl; Barn-Owl Is no longer used for 
another species, so the hyphen is no longer needed, nor is a modifier. 

Northern Hawk-Owl [Surnia alula) to Northern Hawk Owl; this species does 
not belong in the Hawk-Owl group and so the hyphen is removed. 

Western Flycatcher [Bmpidonax difficiUs) is replaced by Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher [E. difficiUs) and Cordilleran Flycatcher [E. occidental is). The latter 
would be the one to be found east of the Cascades and Sierra Nevada, and so in 
Nebraska. 

Water Pipit [Anthus soinoletta) to American Pipit [A. rubescens) to 
distinguish it from the Old World form. 

Brown Towhee [Pipllo fuscus) is replaced by California Towhee (p. 
crissalis) and Canyon Towhee [P. fuscus). The latter would be the form found 
roughly east of the Rockies, and so in Nebraska 
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1989 (SIXTY-FOURTH) SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT 
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Ap 8 


Two hundred and eighty-nine species (plus the possibility that the Empidonax 
was one not listed) are listed in this report, from 13 locations, plus 36 
ounties reported in 7 "spot check" columns or as notes in regular columns. In 
1988 there were 306 species from 15 locations plus 13 "spot check" columns 
Involving 34 counties: in 1987 288 species from 13 locations and 6 "spot check" 
columns Involving 9 counties; 1986 304 from 13 locations and 9 "spot check" 

columns involving 24 counties; and 1985 296 from 13 locations and 9 "spot check" 
columns (plus additions on NBR 53:70) involving 22 counties. 

The "spot check" columns are for infrequent visits to an area, and the lack of 
an entry for a particular species may be due to visits at the wrong time, or 
Inadequate observing time. The average reader can just take the symbols In these 
columns as indicating that the species was present; those who want to know when 
and in which county can get that Information from the symbols, which are given 
separately for each column. The symbols have different significance in each 
column. 

The symbols used in the regular columns are; 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months. 

NR for species which the observer believes 
are there, but did not record. 

P to indicate a species which is present all 
of the year, although the same individuals may not 
be present during the whole year, and the numbers 
may vary greatly. 

(p) for probable permanent species for which 
reports were not spread over the whole period. 

R in the Sioux and Dawes columns for species 
recorded in the northern parts of the respective 
counties in the last third of June. 

- S to indicate the compiler knows the 
species remained after 30 June, but the lack of 
such indication does not necessarily mean the 
species did not remain. 

W - to indicate the species was present 
before 1 January. 

W - S to indicate a species which arrived 
before 1 January and stayed after 30 June. It is 
similar to P, but the pattern is not always true. 

X in the Cass column to indicate observations 
in Otoe Co. 16 June. 

X and a month indicates that the exact date 
In the month was not reported. 

+ in the Whooping Crane line to Indicate 
locations on the tabulation mentioned in the 
Whooping Crane Report, page 82. Other locations, 
not on the tabulation, are also mentioned. Only 
those dates given on the individual column reports 
are shown on the tabulation. 

* to Indicate a comment In the text. 

The number of species reported, contributors 
(to the extent known), and special comments are 
Upot check columns are given at the end): 

Antelope, see E. 

Box Butte, Alliance. 67 species, Doug G. 
Thomas, reporter. 

Boyd, see D. 

Buffalo, see B. 

Butler, see Sharp-shinned note in Lancaster. 
Cass, Elmwood, 169 species and the 

possibility that the Empidonax species was one not 
listed, Gertrude Wood, reporter, Alan Grenon, 
David Stage. X indicates observations in Otoe Co. 
(immediately south) by David Stage Je 16. Mrs. 
Wood saw the Black-throated Blue Warbler at Platte 
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River State Park for about 10 minutes, with 7x35 
and 8x50 binoculars, 

Cedar, Laurel, 160 species, David Stage, 
reporter. The Red Crossbills were reported at a 
feeder in Hartington in the month of February. 

Chase, see A. 

Clay, see E. 

Cuming, see F. 

Custer, see B, 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 178 species. Bill 
Huser, reporter, Jerry L. Probst. All species 
marked * were also recorded Ja 21, just before 
Snyder’s Bend froze up. The Black-billed Magpie 
dates are estimated from a dead nestling found in 
their last year’s nest. The birds themselves were 
neither seen nor heard. 

Dawes, Crawford, 78 species, Jim Hinyard, 
reporter, and observations (marked R) by Larry 
Einemann in the northern part of the county the 
last third of June (Fort Robinson and Chadron 
State Parks, Crawford, and Chadron). 

Dixon, see F. 

Douglas, (and Sarpy), 226 species and the 
possibility that the Empidonax species was not one 
listed, Tanya Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, Alan Grenon, 
Ruth Green, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Babs and Loren 
Padelford, reporters, Bill Adler, Duane Bright, 
George and Marian Brown, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, 
Julie Eilers, Sam and Essie Grill, Jackie Howe, 
Phil Swanson. A Black-crowned Night-Heron was 

also reported Je 26, a Killdeer on Ja 31, a Ring¬ 
billed Gull Ja 20, a Coot Ja 1, and a Yellow- 

bellied Sapsucker Ja 8. 

Dundy, see A. 

Furnas, see C. 

Gage, see Robin note in Lancaster, 

Garfield, see B. 

Greeley, see D. 

Hall Und Howard), Grand Island and Cairo, 
127 species, Helen Seim, Wm. W. Lemburg, 

reporters, Norris Alfred, Paul Bedell, Linda 
Flaheerty, Drew Justin, Pat Scroggins, Ruth 
Strauch, David Stage. The Loon was in breeding 
plumage. A Wood Duck was reported Ja 14. 

Hamilton, see Polk. 

Harlan, see C. 

Hayes, see A. 

Hitchcock, see A. 

Holt, see D. 

Howard, see Hall, 

Knox, Creighton, 169 species, Mark A. Brogie, 
reporter, Ed. M. Brogie, Ellen Brogie, Lona 
Schrier, Larry Roper. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 192 species, Tanya Bray, 
Mabel B. Ott, Larry Einemann, Norma Johnson, Paul 
and Karla Kaufman, Thomas E. Labedz, Babs and 
Loren Padelford, reporters. A Hooded Merganser 
was also reported Je 2. Russ and Carol Krupicka, 
Rising City, Butler Co., had a Sharp-shinned Hawk 
taking sparrows in their back yard in mid- 
February. The Prairie Falcon was seen in the 
vicinity of 33rd and Holdrege for several days by 
John Dinan and other Game Commission employees. A 
Franklin's Gull was reported Ja 24, a Ring-billed 
Ja 31, and a Herring Ja 4. A Snowy Owl was 
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Doug. Cass 
Sarpy 


Mr 12 Ap 
Ap 30 



a W - 
1 Je 15: 

- Fe 25 
Mr 4 


Ja 12 Mr 8 
! - Ap 8 


Ap 11 
Ap 23 

Mr 28 
Ap 20 


My 2 


reported Mr 13, just over the Saunders Co. line, 
near Valparaiso. Lena Harden reported nearly 
countless Robins in their yard in Blue Springs, 
Gage Co. in mid -January. A Red-winged Blackbird 
was reported Ja 15 and a Cowbird Ja 7. A female 
Evening Grosbeak that spent the winter at feeders 
in Seward, Seward Co., was reported to Joe Gubanyi 
Ap 10. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 116 species, Mrs. 
Howard Wyman, reporter, David Stage. 

Logan, see B. 

Loup, see B. 

Madison, see E. 

Merrick, see E. 

Otoe, see note on X in Cass. 

Perkins, see A. 

Phelps, see C. 

Pierce, see E. 

Platte, see E. 

Polk (and adjacent parts of Hamilton and York 
counties), Polk, 147 species, Norris Alfred, 
reporter, Jim and Jan Burch, Swede Lind, Barbara 
Lucas, Lee and Shirley Morris, David Stage, Steve 
Wilson. A Great Blue Heron, a Cooper’s Hawk and 
an Eastern Bluebird were reported on Ja 1. Jim 
Morris saw what he thought were Gray Partridges 
near Benedict, York Co., about Mr 13. At the 

annual Meeting Lee Morris reported that he had 

seen very few Buff-breasted Sandpipers, and 
thought he had missed the flight because it was so 
late, but after he got home the main flight came 
through. A Mourning Dove and a Towhee were 
reported Ja 22. White-breasted Nuthatch, Robin, 
and Harris’ Sparrow were reported through Ja 22, 
and Cedar Waxwing through Ja 15. 

Red Willow, see C. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, see note on Snowy Owl in Lancaster. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 154 species, Alice 
Kenitz, reporter, Joyce Brashear, Felix Koenig, 
Lucy Koenig, Nora Mae Vance. The Great Egret was 
seen south of Gering, the Snowy Egret north of 
Morrill, the Broad-winged Hawk east of 
Scottsbluff, on the North Platte River, and the 
Snowy Owl at Lake Minatare. An Indigo Bunting was 
at a feeder in Mitchell, 
recorded. 

see note on 


but the date was mot 


Seward, 
Lancaster. 
Sherman, 
Sioux, 

office, but 


Evening Grosbeak in 


see B. 

(Mitchell is the Hughson’s post 
they live in southern Sioux Co.), 151 
species, Helen and David Hughson, reporters, and 
observations (marked R) by Larry Einemann in the 
northern part of the county the last third of June 
(Big Smiley Canyon, Soldiers Creek Wilderness, 
Agate Fossil Beds, Toadstool Park, Carter P. 
Johnson Lake) 

Stanton, see F. 

Thurston, see F. 

Washington (Wa), DeSoto NWR, a Breeding Bird 
Survey, and Washington Co. portion of Neale Woods, 
121 soecies, Alan G. Grenon, reporter. Iowa Bird 
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Life, Nebraska sections of DeSoto Bird Count 
(includes small portions of Iowa which were west 
of the river at the time the cut-off was created), 
and a Breeding Bird Survey by Ruth Green and 
Kathleen Crawford-Rose. Mr. Grenon’s observations 
at both sites end with Fe 23, when work pressure 
got too great. Iowa Bird Life, 59:88 and 89-90, 
has accounts with photographs of the Brant and 
the Barrow’s Goldeneye. January a = 2, b = 3, c = 
6, d - 8, e = 12, f = 13, g = 14, h = 15, February 
i = 6, j = 11, k = 22, 1 = 23, April m = 21, n = 

29, and June o = 30. 

Wayne, see F. 

Wheeler, see D. 

York, see Polk. 

A, 89 species, Chase (C), Dundy (D), Hayes 
(s), Hitchcock (k), Perkins (P), Tanya Bray, Ruth 
Green, lola Pennington, David Stage. a = Je 3 
(D), b = Je 4 (D), c = Je 10 (P), d = Je 10 (C), e 


= Je 10 

(s) 

, f = 

Je 

10 (k), 

g = 

Je 

19 1 

(C), h 

= Je 

20 

(C), 

i 

= Je 

22 

(C), j 

= Je 

23 

(C) 

, k = Je 24 

(C), 

, 1 

= Je 

24 (D), 

m = Je 

25 (C), 

n = 

Je 25 

(D), 

0 - 

: Je 

26 

(C), 

P 

1 = late 

June 

(C) 

. r 

= a+c, 

s = 

r+d 

t 

= 

s+e. 

u 

= t+f, 

V = 

s+f 

> w 

= s+g, 

X = 

r,e 

+g. 

y = 

r+f, 


z = r+g. 

A = 

a+d 

, B 

= A+e, 

C = 

A+f 

D = 

a+e 

, E = 

D, 

f,+g, F 

= a, 

f,+g 

, G 

= a+g. 

H = 

a+h, 

I = 

a+m 

, J = 

b. 

c,+d, K 

- J»' 

B, + f 

, L 

= b+d, 

M = 

L,e, 

f .+9, 

N 

= L+f, 

0 = b+g, 

P = 

b+h 

, Q 

= b+k. 

R = 

i+n, 

S 

= 1+0, T = 

: m+n, U = 

n+o. 

W = 

g+o, Y = 

b+o. 


Z = r,n, and see Cassin’s Sparrow in Dundy and 
Chase Counties, page 67. 

B, 54 species, Buffalo (B), Custer (C), 
Garfield (G), Logan (n), Loup (p), Sherman (S), 
David Stage, Tom Labedz. a = Je 10 (p), b = Je 10 

(G) , c = Je 10 (n), d = Je 10 (C), e = Je 10 (B), 
f = Je 23 (S), g = Je 23 (B), A = a,b,c,d,+e, B = 
A+f, C = a,b,c,d,+f, D = a,b,+d, E = D,e,+f, F = 
D+f, G = a,c,+d, H = G,e,+f, I = G-rf, J = a,d,+f, 

K = b,c,d,+e, L = K+f, M = b,c,d,+f, N = b,d,+f, 0 
= b,f,+g, P = c+f, Q = P+d, R = d+f, X = Mr 19 and 
20. Tom Labedz saw an albino Sandhill Crane north 
of the Rowe Sanctuary Mr 19 and 20. NBR 54:20 
reports an albino Sandhill Crane seen 9 March 
1985, south of the Platte River just west of 
Overton. The two sites would be around 25 miles 
apart. 

C, 36 species, Furnas (F), Harlan (H), Phelps 
(P), Red Willow (R), Bill Huser, David Stage, a = 
Mr 19 (P), b = Je 10 (R), c = Je 10 (F), d = Je 
10(P), e = Je 10 (H), g = b,c,+d, h = g+e, i = 
b,c,+e. Bill Huser, Tom Labedz, David Stage. 
Bill Huser saw a Prairie Falcon at Funk Lagoon Mr 
19. He learned later that the Raptor Recovery 
Center (Lincoln) had released two Prairie Falcons 
there the day before. 

D, 73 species, Boyd (B), Greeley (G), Holt 

(H) , Wheeler (W), David Stage, a = Je 10 (W), b 
= Je 18 (H), c = Je 22 (G), d = Je 25 (B), e = Je 
25 (H), g = a,b,+c, h = g+d, i = a,b,+d, j = a+c,- 
k = j+d, 1 = b+c, m = 1+d, n = b+d, o = c+d. 

E, 34 species, Antelope (A), Clay (C), 
Madison (n), Merrick (k). Pierce (i), Platte (1), 
Bill and Pearl Lemburg, Gary and Kari Lingle, 
Barbara Lucas, David Stage, a = Ap 16 (k), b = My 
6 (k), c = Je 10 (A), d = Je 10 (i), e = Je 10 
(n), f = Je 10 (1), g = Je 10 (k), h = Je 25 and 
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earlier (C), J = c,d,e,+f, k = J+g, 1 = c,d,e,+g, 
m = c.d.f.-t-g, n = c,d,+g, o = c,f,+g, p = 

d.e.f.-t-g. One of the two Woodcocks did a 
courtship flight. Connie McCartney found Avocets 
nesting at Harvard Harsh, and when he checked Je 
25 to see how they had done In the previous 

night’s storm he found the eggs had hatched. 

F, 60 species, Cuming (C), Dixon (D), Stanton 
(S), Thurston (T), Wayne (W), Larry Elnemann, 

David Stage. a = My 20 and 21 (C), b = Je 2 (C), 
c = Je 10 (W), d = Je 14 (S), e = Je 16 (T), f = 
Je 21 (D), h = b,c,d,+e, I = b,d,+e, j = b+e, k = 

c+d, 1 = d+e, m s b+e. 

CASSZN’S SPARROW IN DUNDY AND CHASE COUNTIES. 

NEBRASKA 

On 3 and 4 June 1989 Tanya Bray, Doug Rose, 
and I travelled to Dundy Co. to look for two 

species: Chihuahuan Raven and Cassin’s Sparrow. 
While we found no Ravens, we did find several 
Cassin’s Sparrows. 

All of the Cassin’s Sparrows were found In 
sandy sage prairie habitat. At least six were 
found. In four different locations. The birds 
were located most easily by their skylarking 
behavior, although the song, once heard, Is also 
useful for locating birds. Indeed, Doug Rose 

found the first Cassin's Sparrow by song. Once 
located, we were able to study Individuals 
carefully at distances of less than 100 feet. 
While the plumage Is rather nondescript, a grayish- 
brown overall, notable features are the relatively 
large size, flattlsh head, and long tall, the 
latter with distinctive white tall corners, best^ 
seen as the bird spreads Its tall on landing. 

The first Cassin’s Sparrow was found on the 
south side of a dirt road at a spot one mile north 
of the Kansas line and four miles east of the 
Colorado line. In Dundy Co. 

There are very few Nebraska records for 
Cassin’s Sparrow (Bray, Padelford, Sllcock: The 
Birds of Nebraska^ 1986), but It probably occurs 
more often, as It does not seem to be regularly 
searched for In Its preferred habitat. There Is 
extensive sage prairie In Dundy Co. The breeding 
range tends to change dramatically In response to 
climatic conditions however, and It Is possible 
that recent dry conditions have allowed Cassin’s 
Sparrow to expand Its breeding range northward In 
recent years. 

Documentations have been sent to the NOU 
Records Committee. 

— W. Ross Silcock, Box 300, Tabor, Iowa 51653 

After hearing of the discovery of Cassin’s 
Sparrow (Aimophila cassinii) In southwestern 
Nebraska Ed M. Brogie also found this species in 
Chase and Dundy counties on 11 June. He 

discovered one bird frequenting a brushy sage area 
on the east side of Enders Reservoir In Chase Co, 
and found several areas with singing males In 
Dundy Co. between Benkelman and Haigier. The 

largest concentrated area of Cassin’s Sparrows 
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(approximately ten birds making fluttery song 
flights) he located was approximately five miles 
west of Benkelman In a sage/yucca habitat on the 
south side of Highway 34. 

Ellen Brogle and I visited this area 21 June 
and easily located several singing male Cassin’s 
Sparrows. To aid in identification we had in our 
possession a tape of male Cassin’s Sparrow's 
flutter song flight vocalizations. The calls 
elicited from the Dundy Co. birds were identical 
to those on tape; a short whistled note, followed 
by a trill, another short whistle, and then ending 
with one more short higher note. 




We 

observed 
one par¬ 
ticular 
bird 
which 
appeared 
very ter¬ 
ritorial 
to an 
area ad¬ 
jacent to the south of Highway 34 and to the west 
of a private drive. When we played the tape to 
this bird It responded by making a flutter song 
flight directly toward us. It then perched on a 
barb wire fence and gave five or six short rapid 
"chip" notes before making another flutter song 


T I ignx.. 

During 
these 
flights 
the bird 
achieved 
a maximum 
height of 
around 16 
feet and 
the long¬ 
est hori¬ 
zontal distance covered was approximately 30 

yards. We observed the bird for over an hour 

under optimal conditions, sometimes at a distance 
of less than 15 feet. The area was searched 
unsuccessfully for positive evidence of nesting. 

We returned to the area the following 
morning, erected a mist-net, and within 16 minutes 
had a Cassin’s Sparrow in hand. The bird was 
banded (#980-96043), photographed, and released. 
The bird was classified as an adult, based on Its 
worn plumage, partially molted tail, and 
unstreaked breast, and as a male because the bird 
"hit the net" during a flutter song flight. 
(Bent, 1968, Bull. #237, Part 2, pp. 981-990). 

The following characteristics were noted; 

The bird had a slightly flattened head with a 
whitish-gray central crown streak, which was 
bordered with brown. A whitish-gray supercilium 
above the dark aye was apparent, as was a thin 
brownish eyeline that ran horizontally from behind 
the eye to a point perpendicular to the bird’s 
nape. The bill appeared large in relation to head 
size, and was bicolored; the upper mandible above 
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the mostriIs was dark, with the remainder flesh- 
colored. 

The unmarked breast and throat of the bird 
were a uniform whitish-gray coloration. The 
lesser wing coverts were a chestnut brown and 
edged with gray. The medial wing coverts were 
also brown, heavily edged with white, and with 
black marking running through the midsection, 
along the feather spine. The secondaries were a 
lighter brown than that of the coverts and were 
slightly edged with white, although the posterior 
parts of the medial feathers of this group were 
blackish in coloration. 

The flanks were slightly streaked and the 
legs were a pinkish-flesh color. The back of the 
bird was a mottled gray and brown, with the rump 
appearing quite barred. The tail was long and 
rounded and tipped with white. The two medial 
tail feathers were lighter brown in comparison to 
the rest of the tail, and were distinctly 
barred. The captured bird was missing one outer 
tail feather; the remaining one had a conspicuous 
whitish outer edge and tip. 

Photographs have been sent to the Records 
Committee. 

—Mark A. Brogia, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

1986: A NEBRASKA BIG YEAR 

In January of 1986 my brother, Ed M. Brogie, 
and I were tallying our lists for Nebraska when 
the question arose: ”How many species of birds do 
you think one could see in Nebraska in one 
year?”. The previous year (1985) had been the 
first year we had made a serious attempt at seeing 
western Nebraska species and chasing rarities in 
the state. Our efforts had yielded such birds as 
Bean Goose, Green-tailed Towhee, Black-necked 
Stilt, Red Phalarope, Lewis’ Woodpecker, Sprague’s 
Pipit, Cassin’s Finch, Cassin’s Kingbird, and King 
Eider. When 1985 ended, my Nebraska life list 
stood at 290 and I had seen 237 species in the 
state for the year, without any real attempt to 
see migrant songbirds. 

At the beginning of February I made a list of 
all the birds that occurred in Nebraska and 
assigned them a code number 1-5) according to the 
following criteria: 

1. common nesting or common migrant - 197 

2. uncommon nesting or regular migrant - 54 

3. rare or local nesting or casual migrant - 40 

4. uncommon or hard to find casual or regular 
migrant - 36 

5. rare migrant - 75+ 

Subjective considerations, such as distance one 
would have to travel to appropriate habitat and 
ease of identification also influenced code 
number. I thought that with enough luck and 
effort I could see 240 of the 251 Code 1 and 2 
birds, and if I chased rarities and concentrated 
on finding Code 3 species I hopefully could add 35 
more; thus my goal was 275 species for 1986. 

1 learned in March that Barbara Padelford had 
seen 267 species of birds in Nebraska in 1985, and 
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later I learned that Tanya Bray had also equaled 
this number. As far as I could discern, this was 
the record number of birds anyone had seen in one 
year in Nebraska. At the end of March my year 
list was 111 species, including 7 Code 3 species; 
Evening Grosbeak, Common Redpoll, Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, Trumpeter Swan, and Cinnamon Teal. 

The first week of April brought my first "big 
chase" of the year. At about 9:00 PM on Friday 4 
April Gary Lingle called to say that three 
Whooping Cranes had landed for the night in an 
accessible area just east of North Platte. It was 
perfect in the sense that the weather was to be 
good, and since my wife, Ellen, and I are both 
teachers, we had the weekend free. The only 
problem was the birds were over 250 miles from 
Creighton and getting there would take some time. 
Ellen had a meeting until ten o’clock, so she was 
surprised to find her bags packed when she came 
home. I made several phone calls and by midnight 
Ellen and I were on the road in the company of 
Roger and Isolde Cutshall. Just after sunrise on 
the 5th we were all observing our first Nebraska 
Whooping Cranes and my first Code 4 bird of the 
year. We drove to Grand Island that afternoon and 
found 3 Surf Scoters (1 adult and 2 immatures) on 
the lake at the Mormon Island Recreation Area and 
I saw my second code 4 species for the day. 

Eldon Marsh of Brunswick (Antelope Co.) 
called me on the 20th, saying he had seen a 
Sprague’s Pipit (Code 4) that evening just east of 
where he lives. Ellen and I picked him up after 
school the next day and drove to the native grass 
pasture where he and his wife, Barbara, had 
observed the bird. We had walked only about 50 
yards into the pasture when we flushed a bird 
which made a towering fl-ight and then dropped back 
to earth. We got a good view of the bird, with 
its streaked back and its flesh-colored legs 
before we flushed it a second time. 

During the last week of April, Ellen and I 
spent two days in northwestern Nebraska and added 
several species for the year; most notable a male 
and a female Cassin’s Finch (Code 3), which we 
observed for about 20 minutes on 25 April, at 
Chadron State Park. 

May brought migrants and several unexpected 
species, I spent the 3rd and morning of the 4th 
birding in Fontenelle Forest in the company of Bob 
Steinauer and Tanya Bray, I observed over 100 
species during these two days, of which 38 were 
new for the year. Highlights included White-eyed 
Vireo, and my first Yellow-crowned Night-Heron and 
Yellow-throated Warbler. 

May continued to yield good birds; on the 
15th in Dixon Co. Ed and I had Philadelphia Vireo, 
Alder Flycatcher, and Short-billed Dowitcher, all 
of whicti I had cunside'-ed would be hard-to-find 
Code 3 birds. Mike Erickson and I visited extreme 
western and nc'’thcentral Nebraska on the 17th and 
18th and I picked up 12 new year birds, including 
a pair of Northern Mockingbirds in Cherry Co. 
During our field work for the Nature Conservancy 
in this area in 1982 we had found this species on 
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several occasions, but it was very uncommon. Even 
though we had found Western Flycatcher, Western 
Tanager, Brewer’s Sparrow, Cassin’s Kingbird, 
Least Tern, and Barn-Owl I considered the 
Mockingbird to be the best bird of the trip, for 
unlike the others, I know of no area that I could 
be certain to locate it during the course of the 
year. 

The month of May continued; Red-necked 
Phalarope and Ruddy Turnstones in Pierce Co. on 
the 19th, Magnolia Warbler in Dixon Co. the next 
day, four new year birds in Knox Co. on the 21st, 
including American Woodcock, a bird which I had 
mistakenly given a Code 3, as I found it very 
common locally along parts of the Niobrara River. 
The 22nd of May was a fantastic day; Ed M. Brogie, 
Paul Pearson, David Stage, and I found a male 
Mourning Warbler, a female Connecticut, and a male 
MacGil1ivray’s Warbler, all within 20 minutes, in 
Cedar Co. {NBR 55:41-42). My first Code 5 bird of 
the year came on the night of 25 May when Ed and I 
were birding in northwestern Knox Co. and heard 
and tape-recorded the vocalizations of a Black 
Rail {NBR 55:40-41). On the 26th Ed, Ellen , and 

1 spent part of the day birding with Wayne 
Mollhoff in Boone Co. and succeeded in finding 
four more new year birds: Willow Flycatcher, Long¬ 
eared Owl, Green-backed Heron, and a Code 3 Least 
Bittern. My last new bird for May was a Blue 
Grosbeak we found later that day in Knox Co. when 
several of us, without success, tried to relocate 
the Black Rail. During the month of May I had 
identified 219 species, of which 87 were new for 
the year. 

I spent the first part of June out of the 
state, and finally saw a new species for the year 
14 June: a Red Crossbill in Wayne Co. Bill Huser 
and I spent the 14th through the 18th birding the 
Panhandle and the southwestern part of the state. 
New species for the year included Western Wood- 
Pewee (my last of of the 197 Code 1 birds), Lewis’ 
Woodpecker, and Solitary Vireo. Other highlights 
included Northern Mockingbirds and finding new 
areas with Cassin’s Kingbirds and Western 
Flycatchers. I birded Fontenelle Forest 20 June, 
and with the help of Bob Steinauer I finally 
succeeded in adding Cerulean Warbler and then 
Kentucky Warbler to my year list. These two Code 

2 species had worried me, in that I had missed 
them so far for the year despite several efforts 
to locate them. The Kentucky Warbler was my 268th 
species, and my last new bird for the first half 
of the year. 

During the last week of June and the first 
three weeks of July, Ellen and I were out of the 
state birding in southern Texas, Big Bend National 
Park, southeastern Arizona, and Colorado. We saw 
many new birds, and Ellen broke 500 on her life 
list with a Plain-capped Starthroat, in Arizona. 

We returned to Nebraska on 18 July, in 
Kimball Co., and spent a good deal of time looking 
for Mountain Plover, to no avail. Loren Padelford 
called me on 25 July, saying a Black Scoter had 
been seen at DeSoto NWR that dav. I was there 
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early the next morning, and although I did not see 
the Scoter, I did see my first Snowy Egret (Code 
4) for Nebraska and added Sedge Wren for the year. 

In early August Ellen and I found Carolina 
Wren in Fontenelle Forest on the 6th and later 
that evening had Chuck-will's-widow in Richardson 
Co. A few days later Richard Rosche reported 
seeing California Gulls at Lake McConoughy and on 
14 August I also found and photographed this gull 
at the Keystone Lake area iNBR 54:77). August 
also brought new warblers for the year: Wilson’s 
and Canada in Cuming Co. on the 23rd, Blackburnian 
in Knox Co. on the 27th, and Bay-breasted, also in 
Knox Co., on the 30th. The month ended with Mike 
Erickson and me making a trip on the 31st to York 
Co., where we found a large group of Cattle 
Egrets. On the way down we found a Little Blue 
Heron in Platte Co. I had missed these two Code 2 
species several times already during the year 
close to home and was very glad to see them. When 
August ended I had 279 species for the year and 
had met my goal, although I knew there were 
several species I still could see. 

I added three new birds in September, and all 
of these were found on the same day. On 5 
September once again the Padelfords called me and 
said that B.J. Rose had found Red Knots (Code 4) 
at Lake Babcock, in Platte Co. Jeff Chrynoweth, 
Ellen, and I were there the next day, and after 
several hours of searching we finally found them. 
During the course of of looking for the Knots we 
also saw Caspian Tern (Code 3) and Black-bellied 
Plover (Code 2), which were new for the year. 
Caspian Terns and several shorebird species were 
also present at Willow Creek (Pierce Co.) thet 
evening. We saw 22 different species of 
shorebirds that day! 

B. J. Rose found a Red Phalarope at Lake 
Babcock during the second week of October, and on 
the 13th Ellen and I left right after school and 
drove to see this Code 5 bird. We found the 
Phalarope and were able to approach it within 10 
yards. The bird was in immature plumage, and I 
took several pictures of it. Ed and I had found 
this species in Pierce Co. in September 1985 iNBR 
53:72-73), which was only the second Nebraska 
record, and I felt very fortunate to see this bird 
two years in a row. I found several Townsend’s 
Solitaires in Halsey National Forest on 24 October 
and was glad to finally see this Code 2 bird. 

November started out well with my first Pine 
Warbler (Code 4) for Nebraska. Ed and I found it 
2 November in the Wayne Cemetery. We also saw a 
Palm Warbler that day, which was my second for the 
year but a notable late date. On 5 November I 
found an Oldsquaw (Code 4) at the Pierce sewage 
treatment plant, and three days later, while a 
group of us were observing this bird Isolde 
Cutshall found a White-winged Scoter. This code 3 
bird was a year bird for me and a life bird for 
several of the observers. On 9 November Mike 
Erickson, Ed, and I went to DeSoto NWR and found 
another White-winged Scoter and a Surf Scoter (a 
life bird for both of them, but a bird I already 
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had seen earlier in the year). After several 
hours of searching Ed and I did manage to add 
Black Duck, which luckily flew from Iowa into 
Nebraska. 

My next bird for Nebraska did not come until 
after Christmas, when Mike Erickson, Paul Pearson, 
Ed, and I drove to Scottsbluff to see the Eurasian 
Wigeon (Code 5) that had been seen there on their 
Christmas Count. On 29 December Alice Kenitz led 
us to the bird, which was in the company of 
several hundred ducks and geese. The bird was 
quite wary, but I was able to get several 
photographs of it (A/S/? 55:19). The same day we 
drove to Sowbelly Canyon (Sioux Co.), where we saw 
our first Clark’s Nutcrackers (Code 4) for 
Nebraska. We didn’t see just one, we saw at least 
40! We also had a flock of approximately 25 

Bohemian Waxwings (Code 4) fly over. This was a 
species I had seen only once before In Nebraska. 
Despite several Goshawk reports around the area 
and a report of a Snowy Owl just north of 

Creighton, I was unable to find these birds and 
the Waxwings turned out to be the last new bird of 

the year. I ended 1986 with a Nebraska year list 

of 291 species.* 

In summary, I found all of the 197 birds I 
had given a Code 1 and 53 of the 54 Code 2 species 
(missed Hermit Thrush). Of the 40 birds I had 
given a Code 3 I had found 26. The species that I 
missed in this group were: White-faced Ibis, 
Northern Goshawk, Black-necked Stilt, Common 
Moorhen, King Rail, Mountain Plover, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Chestnut¬ 
sided Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Winter Wren, and Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow. With the exception of the Moorhen, I had 
reports of each of these species being in Nebraska 
in 1986. Included in my total were 12 Code 4 
birds and 3 Code 5 species. Each species counted 
in the total had at least one witness or was 
documented with a photograph. I did not include 
the small loon species Ellen and I saw in Pierce 
Co. in November, as we were not sure of its 
identity. I do not believe it was a Common Loon, 
as it did not have the "jizz" of the species. 

All in all, 1986 was a great year for birding 
and I had a fun time playing the game. One always 
thinks about the species he missed, but I know 
I’ll remember for life some that I found. It was 
a year I learned a great deal about the birds of 
Nebraska, and about Nebraska as a whole. Perhaps 
the best part of birding in 1986 was making new 
acquaintances, spending time with old friends, and 
just sharing the joys and experiences that go with 
the sport. 

I would like to thank the following for 
providing me with information and/or for acting as 
witnesses: Tanya Bray, Ed M. Brogie, Harrow 

Butcher, Isolde Cutshall. Roger Cutshall, Mike 
Erickson, Bill Huser, Alice Kenitz, Gary Lingle, 
Jonn Lueshen, Willeta Lueshen, Eldon Marsh, Wayne 
Mollhoff, Barbara Padelford, Loren Padelford, 
Larry Roper, Richard Rosche, B. J. Rose, David 
Staae, and Bob Steinauer. I especially woulo like 
— text continued on page 80 
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to thank my wife, Ellen, for her support and tolerance during the course of the 
year, although she has yet to ask me "Do you think it is possible to see 300 in 
one year in Nebraska?". 

^ADDENDUM: Just recently, in going over photos I had taken in 1986, I came 
across several pictures of an immature tern I had taken at Willow Creek on 5 
September. I remember the bird, questioning its identity, and photographing it 
before concluding it Just must be another Forster’s. Oopsl The bird is 
clearly a Common Tern, based on the black horizontal line across the wing and 
the head pattern. This is a species I considered a Code 4 bird, based on the 
number of detailed records for the state and because of the identification 
problem. Nobody likes to admit botching an identification but this also proved 
to me the importance of keeping good records and taking photographs. Here, 
several years later I was able to identify a bird that up to this point I had 
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not thought I had seen In Nebraska and had missed 
on my Nebraska B1g year! 

— H^rk A. Brogie, 1202 Bryant Street, 
Creighton, Neb. €8729 


SCISSOR-T/aLED FLYCATCHER NEST IN CASS 
COUNTY. On 2 July 1989 Greg Hertel, Murray, Cass 
Co., reported an adult Sclssor-talled Flycatcher 
1n his yard. He thought It had left the area. Out 
Betty Allen and Ruth Green went down on 8 July to 
look for it, and they finally found it (a male) in 
Young Memorial Park. The next morning Betty took 
others down to see it, and found a female on a 
nest on a 40-foot light pole used to floodlight 
the ball field. This naturally drew attention of 
many birders. But about 20 July the birds 
abandoned the nest and disappeared. A power 

company lineman brought down the nest, which 

contained only shell fragments. The nest will be 

delivered to the State Museum. (This information 
is taken from Ruth Green's columns in A Bird's Bye 
Yiew, 17: 6:5 and 7:6.) On 16 July Mark Brogie 

took these photo¬ 

graphs. The one of the 
nest was taken through 
a scope. The bird’s 
tail can be seen, 

perpendicular to the 
_ base of the photo¬ 
graph. Oucey’s Nebraska Birds, Breeding Status and 

Distribution, lists a nest in Clay Co. in 1964 

{NBR 33; 14) __ 

which was 
assumed to 
be success¬ 
ful, al¬ 
though no 
young were 
seen (the 
nest was In 
an Osage 
orange); In 
York (not 
Platte) Co. 


young were seen (but the old birds made 
such a fuss); in 1958 in Gage Co. (NBR 
;7:19), five young fledged; in Logan Co. 

In 1944 (NBR 13:50), with newly hatched 
birds; and, with no further details, Adams and Lancaster counties {NBR 13:21). 
Also {NBR 3:30), "Mr. Glenn Yiehmeyer and his mother, Mrs. George Viehmeyer, 
report that a male Scissor-tailed Flycatcher spent the summers of 1926 and 192?” 
(the Review was first puolished In 1933 - Ed.) "among the trees about their 
residence three miles north of Stapleton. They state that it mated one summer 
with a female that appeared to them to be an Arkansas" (now Western) 
"Kingbird." The editor (Myron H. Swenk) added a footnote that in 1921 a female 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, mated with a male western Kingbird, built two nests 
in Lancaster Co., both of which were taken over by House Sparrows. (The 
original report (Swenk and Dawson, Nils. Bull. 33:132-3) said only that the 
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female was "quarreling in a good natured way with a Western Kingbird". This 
later record probably is the same as the Lancaster record {NBR 13:21) above, 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION EAGLE SURVEY. The 1989 NWF Midwinter Eagle 
Survey resulted in a record number of Bald Eagles observed In Nebraska: 209 
along the Missouri River and 907 in the rest of the state, for a total of 
1,116. The previous record was 1,114 Bald Eagles reported In 1987. Generally, 
winter conditions throughout Nebraska were quite mild right until the survey 
period began, when a major cold front moved through much of the state. 
Conditions were much milder than in 1988, when 650 Eagles were reported, in 
some prior years not all Eagles observed on the Missouri River were included, 
but but totals were "split" with the states sharing a common border. Also, 
survey coverage on the Missouri varied prior to 1987. The totals for all years 
have been amended to Include all birds observed on the Missouri. In the 
following tabulation river sites are stretches of the river. 
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2 

4 

0 

0 

2 

1 

7 

Platte River 

9 

254 

105 

7 

1 

0 

367 

Madison-Dodge 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

South PI. R. 

1 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Branched Oak 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Republican R. 

3 

61 

64 

0 

3 

1 

129 

Clay Co. 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Middle Loup 

2 

24 

2 

0 

1 

0 

27 

Phelps Co. 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

N. Loup River 

1 

6 

2 

0 

2 

0 

10 

Harlan/Furnas 

2 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Loup River 

•1 

33 

6 

0 

0 

0 

39 

Red W-HItchcock 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Snake River 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Enders Res. 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Niobrara R. 

5 

40 

11 

0 

2 

2 

55 

Sutherland Res. 

1 

78 

40 

0 

0 

0 

118 

Dawes/Sioux 

Box Butte 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Subtotal 

62 

607 

293 

7 

24 

10 

941 

Sheridan Co. 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

7 

Above Soo City 

1 

75 

28 

0 

0 

0 

103 

W. Cherry Co. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

Soo City-Omaha 

1 

38 

14 

12 

0 

0 

64 

Valentine NWR 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Omaha-Neb. City 

1 

13 

4 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Logan/Blaine 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Neb. City-Rulo 

1 

13 

12 

0 

0 

0 

25 

Calamus River 
Custer Co. 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

Subtotal 

4 

139 

58 

12 

0 

0 

209 

Buffalo Co. 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Total 

66 

746 

351 

19 

24 

18 


Holt Co. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 
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— Greg Wingfield, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 
Rt. 4, North Platte, Neb. 69101 


WHOOPING CRANE REPORT The Grand Island office of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service reported 12 confirmed (2 of the same birds), 6 probable, and 9 
unconfirmed sightings of Whooping Cranes in Nebraska in the spring of 1989. 
There were only 23 confirmed sightings in the U.S. Confirmed sightings are; 

One adult, Hall Co., 24 March-14 April, on the Platte River, 2.5 mi. w. of 
Wood River bridge T9N, R12W, S23. 

Two adults, Phelps Co., 5-7 April, Sacramento-WiIcox WMA, 2.5 mi. w. of 
Wilcox, T5N, R17W, S28, NE 1/4, S21, 34. 

Two adults, Loup Co. 9-12 April, North Loup River, .5 mi. w. and .25 mi. 
n. of Almerla, T22N, R19W, S32,33. Same birds just reported above. 

Four adults, Harlan Co., 6-7 April, 2.5 mi. n. of Republican City, T2N, 

R17W, S15 NE 1/4, SE 1/4. 

Two adults and a young, Howard Co., 8-11 April, 1 mi. s. of Dannebrog, 
Middle Loup River. T13N, R11W, S14, 22. 

Four adults, Valley Co., 11-18 April, 3 mi. n. and .5 e. of North Loup, 

North Loup River, T18N, R13W, S11, 12., 

One Adult, Buffalo Co., 16-17 April, 3 mi. w. of NIC bridge, Platte 
River., T8N, R16W, S16, SE 1/4. 

Four adults, Custer Co., 16-17 April, 2 mi. n. and 6 w. of Merna, T18N, 

R22W, S20, SE 1/4. 

Two adults, Buffalo Co., 24 April, 3 mi. n., 1 e., and .5 n. of Riverdale, 
T10N, R16W, S17, SE 1/4. 

Four adults, Sheridan Co., 27 April-1 May, 23 m1. n. and .5 w. of 
Ellsworth on N27, T28N, R42W, S27, NW 1/4. 
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Five adults, Sheridan Co., 27-30 April, 29 mi. n. and .25 w. of Ellsworth 
nn N27. T28N, R42W, S3 SW 1/4. 

° One adult, Garden Co., 23-24 May, 2 mi. sw. of Oshkosh North Platte River, 
T17N, R44W, S33 SE 1/4. 

Probable sightings are: 

One adult, Keya Paha/Brown Co. line, 17 April, Niobrara River, just e. of 
Fairfibl^ Creek. 

Five adults, Valley Co., 20 April, 3 mi. s. of Arcadia, Middle Loup River. 

Six adults, Custer Co., 20 April, 5.5 mi. ne. of Arnold on N92/70 and .5 
n T18N, R24W, S32. 

Two adults. Cherry Co., 22-29 April,15 mi. n. and 7.5 e. of Mullen, T26N, 
R31W, S14 SW 1/4. 

Two adults, Thomas Co., 24 April, 5 mi. e. of Seneca, RR mile marker 253, 
Middle Loup River. 

Two adults. Dodge Co., 30 April, .2 mi., w. of Hooper on US275, flying. 

The unconfirmed sightings are: 

One adult in Hall Co., 28 February, s. of Crane Meadows, flying. 

One adult, Hall Co., 1 March, along 1-80 between Alda and US 281, flying. 

Two adults. Hall Co., 17 March, 4 mi. w. of 1-80 Wood River interchange. 

One adult, Buffalo Co., 17 March, between Odessa and Elm Creek, flying. 

Two adults, Lancaster Co., 25, 27 March, 9 mi. w. of Lincoln, n. of 1-80, 
flying. 

Four adults, Buffalo Co., 30 March, Shelton 1-80 interchange. 

Two adults, county uncertain, 7 April, between Shelton, Buffalo Co., and 
Kenesaw, Adams Co. 

Two adults, Lincoln Co., 17 April, Sutherland Reservoir, flying. 

Three adults, Thomas Co., 20 April, Middle Loup River, 7 mi. e, of 

Thedford. 

Confirmed, probable, and unconfirmed sightings are defined on NBR 56:79. 

There were 137 Whooping Cranes reported at Aransas last winter (118 

adults/subadults and 19 young), and a 1986 subadult wintered near Ganado, Tex. 
During the winter 3 adults and 2 chicks were lost, and on 21 April 1989 a 
subadult female was found at Aransas in a weakened condition, captured, treated, 
and sent to the San Antonio Zoo. This left 132 Cranes, one more than last year, 
available to migrate. The 1986 subadult male which spent last summer at 
Aranasas was still there at the time the report was prepared. About 55 birds 
left between mid-March and 8 April, Only 2 left between 8 and 15 April, when 
the winds were predominately northeast, it was overcast and with drizzle over 
the Texas coast. Between 15 and 22 April 62 birds migrated. Grus Americanus, 
28:344,1, reported that the bird sent to the San Antonio Zoo died of avian 
tuberculosis. Thirty nests were located in Wood Buffalo National Park, and by 
late June 21 to 26 chicks were seen. In May, 15 eggs were collected and sent to 
Patuxet, and of these hatched. The Patuxet flock laid 19 eggs and 9 hatched. 
This year 2 eggs were left in each of 7 nests at Wood Buffalo, and in at least 6 

nests both hatched, but in June a survey found that only one chick survived in 

each of these nests. 


BOOK REVIEWS 

The Collins Field Guide to the Birds of the Galapagos, Micheal Harris, 
illustrated by Barry Kent MacKay, 160 pp., 5x7 3/4, index, Stephen Greene 
Press, Lexington, Mass., hard cover $19.95. 

The book starts with an overview of the islands and their topography, 
flora, and fauna. A two-page map of the archipelago is given early in the book, 
and is also used for the end papers. This portion of the book will be helpful 
to anyone planning a trip to the islands in evaluating the itineraries and 
timing of group tours, or in planning an independent visit. The rest of the 
book is given over to the usual field guide information on the individual 
species. There are sketches scattered through these pages, but the basic 
Illustrations are on 12 plates (4 colored, 8 black-and-white), scatted through 
the book. It should be a very useful book, even to those just contemplating a 
trip. 

A Birdsong Tutor for Visually Handicapped Individuals, two cassettes (120 
minutes), Cornell University Laboratory of Ornithology, Ithaca, $14.95. 
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These cassettes, which Include frog. Insect, and mammal sounds as well, 
are available for no-cost loan to the patrons of the National Library Service 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress, and the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind. NBR 55:86 gives more information on thit 
library service. 

1990 The Bird Identification Calendar, illustrated by John Sill, 11 x 14, 
Viking Penguin, New York, $8.95. 

The first two pages are on attracting birds, thereafter a page with bird 
pictures and short notes on them (except for one month devoted solely to "The 
Endangered Roseate Tern") facing the month’s calendar. Of the over 60 species 
pictured, some are wide-spread, some (such as the Sandhill Crane) are regional. 

The Flyfisher’s 1990 Calendar, Ernest Schwiebert, 11 x 14, Viking Penguin, 
New York, $10.95. 

The first two pages give "A Year of Fishing Secrets", thereafter each 
month has almost a page and a half of flies and comments on them, and a little 
over half a page for the month’s calendar. The back page has a chart of 
hatches, showing the spread of months and whether Rocky Mountain and Pacific (in 
black) or East, Southeast, and Midwest (in red). 

Birds, A 1990 Equinox Nature Calendar, 12 x 14, Firefly Books, Ltd., 
Willowdale, Ontario, $7.95 

Bird photographs in color, with the month’s calendar and a short note on 
the picture on the facing page. Among their similar calendars are Wildflowers 
and Decoys. 

Eric Hosking’s Birds of Prey of the World, Eric and David Hosking with J1« 
Flegg, 176 pp., 8 3/4 x 11, bibliography, index, Stephen Greene Press, 
Lexington, Mass., hard cover $19.95 

The Hoskings took almost all of the photographs, almost all of them in the 
wild; and most are in color, Mr, Flegg starts the text out with three 
introductory chapters on birds of prey, and then launches into discussions, in 
series, of the various families and their members. He concludes with a chapter 
on falconry, one on conservations, and a tabulation in guide book order, giving 
the scientific name, the English common name, and the reg1on(s) where each Is 
found. This is a book for careful reading for one interested in birds of prey, 
or in loking at pictures of them. 
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1988 FALL FIELD DAY 

Some Innovations greeted the 60 registrants at the 1989 Field Day, 6 - 
October, at the 4-H camp at Halsey National Forest: there was a canoe float don 
the Hiddle Loup River and a lesson on bird calls Saturday morning, in additio 
to the usual self-guided birding trips and demonstration of bird banding. Blow 
ups of the field card were posted, so that sightings could be posted currently 
and locations of special sightings could be written on a chalkboard. Saturda 
morning was overcast and chilly (otherwise the weather was sunny and mild), by 
7 did make the float trip down to about Halsey. The bird call lesson, and 
follow-up test on bird calls Saturday night, were so popular that the director.; 
voted to buy a copy of the tape (Birding by Ear, Peterson Field Guides) for ua 
at future meetings. There were slide shows both Friday and Saturday nights 
Wayne Mollhoff brought a specimen of a Pacific Loon, which he happened to heai 
about and was able to borrow to bring to the meeting. This is the only knowi 
Nebraska specimen, and while documentation is not exact, it probably was takei 
in or near Boone Co. in the 1930s. Martha Desmond was unexpectedly called oi 
for information on her research on Burrowing Owls. NOU T-shirts and sweal 
shirts were offered for sale of the first time, and most sizes and styles soli 
out. David and Lois Stage took a group photograph. 

The time and site for future meetings is usually announced at the meeting, 
but this was not done because the information was not definite. Since th« 
meeting the sites and times have been firmed up; they are Falls City, 18-20 Ma) 
1990 for the Spring Meeting, and 4-H Camp, Halsey, 7-9 September for the Fall 
Meeting. 

The record of species recorded was divided into five parts: F for records 
on the Forest or immediately adjacent; T for Thomas Co., off the Forest; C for 
Cherry Co., 1 for Blaine Co., and r for Brown Co. The total count was 106 (plus 
the possibility that the Dowithcer sp. was a Short-bill), 6 in all counts, 55 in 
just one count; F 71, 33 exclusive; T 17, none exclusive; C C 51 (plus the 

possibility of a Short-billed Dowitcher), 11 exclusive; 1 28, 4 exclusive, and r 
30, 7 exclusive. 


Common Loon 

-r 

Sharp-tai1. Grouse 

FTClr 

Red-b. Nuthatch 

F- 

Pied-billed Grebe 

—C-r 

Wild Turkey 

— 1- 

White-br. Nuthatch 

F— 

Eared Grebe 

—C— 

Nor. Bobwhite 

F- 

Brown Creeper 

F- 

Western Grebe 

-r 

American Coot 

-r 

Rock Wren 

_I- 

Am. White Pelican 

—C-r 

Sandhill Crane 

F-C-r 

House Wren 

F- 

D-c Cormorant 

F-r 

Killdeer 

F-C-r 

Marsh Wren 


Great Blue Heron 

-r 

Gr. Yellowlegs 

—C-r 

Golden-c. Kinglet 

F— 

G. Wh-front Goose 

F- 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

—C-r 

Ruby-c. Kinglet 

F—1- 

Canada Goose 

—c— 

Solitary Sandpiper 

-r 

Eastern Bluebird 

FT-1- 

Wood Duck 

—c— 

Least Sandpiper 

-r 

Townsend’s Sol it. 

F - 

Green-winged Teal 

—c— 

Dowitcher sp. 

—C— 

American Robin 

F-Cl- 

Hal lard 

F-C-r 

Long-b. Dowitcher 

—c— 

Gray Catbird 

F- 

N. Pintail 

—c— 

Common Snipe 

-p 

Brown Thrasher 

F- 

Blue-winged Teal 

-r 

Wilson’s Phalarope 

—c— 

American Pipit 

-C-r 

Northern Shoveler 

—C-r 

Ring-billed Gull 

—C-r 

Cedar Waxwing 

F- 

Gadwal1 

F-C— 

Mourning Dove 

F-C— 

E. Starling 

FTCl- 

American Wigeon 

-C-r 

E. Screech-Owl 

F- 

Orange-c. Warbler 

F—1- 

Ring-necked Duck 

— c— 

Gr. Horned Owl 

F- 

Nashville Warbler 

F- 

Lesser Scaup 

— c— 

Belted Kingfisher 

F- 

Yellow-r. Warbler 

F- 

Buffiahead 

—C-r 

Red-head. Woodpeck. 

F—1- 

Bl-thr. Gr. Warb. 

F- 

Ruddy Duck 

— c— 

Yellow-b. Sapsucker 

F- 

N. Cardinal 

F- 

Turkey Vulture 

F-C— 

Downy Woodpecker 

F- 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

FTC— 

Osprey 

F- 

Hairy Woodpecker 

F-C— 

Am. Tree Sparrow 

FT-1- 

Northern Harrier 

F-Clr 

Northern Flicker 

FTCl- 

Chipping Sparrow 

F- 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

F- 

Horned Lark 

FTClr 

Clay-colored Sp. 

F- 

Swainson’s Hawk 

FTCl- 

Tree Swallow 

F- 

Field Sparrow 

F-C— 

Red-tailed Hawk 

FTC-r 

Barn Swallow 

F- 

Vesper Sparrow 

F—1- 

American Kestrel 

FTClr 

Blue Jay 

F- 

Savannah Sparrow 

—Cl- 

Peregrine Falcon 

F- 

Black-billed Magpie 

F- 

Fox Sparrow 

F- 

Ring-neck. Pheasant 

FTClr 

American Crow 

FTClr 

Song Sparrow 

FT-1- 

Gr. Prairie-Chicken 

F—1- 

B-c. Chickadee 

F-C— 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

F-C— 
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swamp Sparrow 
White-thr. Sp. 
Wh1te-cr. Sparrow 
Harris’ Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 


— 1 - 

F- 

F-C— 

F-Cl- 

F-C— 


Red-w. Blackbird FTClr 
Eastern Meadowlark —C-r 
Western Meadowlark FTCl- 
Yellow-h. Blackbird —C— 
Brewer’s Blackbird -T-1- 


Common Grackle 

FT-1- 

Pine Siskin 

F- 

American Goldfinch 

F-Cl- 

House Sparrow 

F- 


Ruth Green found a newly dead mink on the river bank Friday morning, and 
its listing prompted the listing of prairie dog, plains pocket gopher, opossum, 
muskrat, Ord’s kangaroo rat, white-tail and mule deer, coyote, and eastern 
cottontail seen by others on their trips. One party specified Red-shafted 
Flicker as seen on the Forest, and one party that went into Brown Co. Sunday 
morning saw several isolated flocks of Sandhill Cranes, but at one time had 
about ten in view at once. 


Have the Northern Cardinal and the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Expanded Their Ranges In Nebraska Recently, 1968-1987 ? 


Introduction 

The Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) and the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(Melanerpes carolinus) are both common permanent residents of Nebraska 
(johnsgard 1980: Bray, Padelford, and Silcock 1986). Over at least the last 
four decades there have been published reports that the two species have been 
expanding their respective ranges to the west and to the north. In the case of 
the Northern Cardinal the range expansion has been extensive in distance and has 
occurred over a long period of time. "Originally a bird of the south, the 
Kentucky Cardinal, or Virginia Redbird, has pushed its way northward until it is 
now a resident of the lower Hudson valley, northern Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
South Dakota" (Harrison 1948). Other researchers have noted and/or described 
the considerable extension of the northern range limits of the species since the 
turn of the century (Krause, and Froiland 1956, Johnsgard 1979a, AOU 1983). 

Evidence of the specific expansion of the Northern Cardinal’s range within 
the state is shown by examination of successive checklists of Nebraska birds. 
In 1945 the species was described as a "very common permanent resident and 
breeder in the eastern one-half of the state, becoming uncommon to rare in the 
west. [There is] no record of it being in the extreme western part of the 
state" (Haecker, Moser, Swenk 1945). In a later checklist it is noted that the 
species was first reported at Scotts Bluff Co. in 1956 and asserted that there 
was evidence of the westerly movement of the Cardinal through the major river 
systems of the state (Rapp, Rapp, Saumgarten, Moser 1958). A 1979 checklist 
stated that the Cardinal breeds west nearly to Wyoming along the North Platte 
River and to the Colorado line in the the South Platte and Republican river 
drainages (Johnsgard 1979b). 

The Red-bellied Woodpecker’s range within the state has also been widely 
reported as expanding to the west and north. In the early 1950’s, studies by 
Rapp and other ornithologists indicated that the range of the species was 
"either poorly known" or was being extended west along various waterways of 
Nebraska. Citing the preference of the Red-bellied Woodpecker for deciduous 
woods, Rapp noted the abundance of the speoies near Crete, along the Blue River 
in Saline Co., and the existence of a breeding population of the birds south of 
Hastings on the Little Blue River in Adams Co. Rapp reported that Ludlow, in 
his long-term study of the birds near Red Cloud in Webster Co. prior to 1935 , 
never saw a Red-bellied Woodpecker. The author also thought It was significant 
that Wilson Tout had no record of the species in his Lincoln County Birds^ 
published in 1947. Both Webster and Lincoln counties had areas of riparian 
woodlands that would have been suitable for the species during the periods of 
Ludlow’s and Tout’s observations. With these facts in mind, Rapp suggested that 
the Red-bellied Woodpecker was probably extending its range westward along the 
Republican, the Little Blue, and the Platte rivers (Rapp 1953). 

In the 1945 checklist of Nebraska birds the Red-bellied Woodpecker was. 
described as a "fairly common permanent resident and breeder in eastern 
Nebraska, rare in the west" (Haecker, Moser, Swenk 1945). The description of 
the species’ range in the 1958 checklist stated that it was a "common permanent 
resident and breeder in the eastern one-third of the state, uncommon in the 
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central third, and rare in the western one-third." The expansion theory was 
once again put forward and the prediction was made that the species would become 
more common in the western part of the state (Rapp, Rapp, Baumgarten, and Moser 
1958. 

In a 1959 article Rapp again addressed the possible expansion of the range 
of the Red-bellied Woodpecker. He stated that there had been no western 
Nebraska records for the species prior to the 1950’s. He noted that T. c. 
Stephens, of South Sioux City, who published a paper on Dakota County birds in 
1936, reported that the Red-bellied Woodpecker had been observed in the area 
only three times prior to 1933, but that it had become fairly regular during the 
intervening three years. The deciduous woodlands of the area were considered 
prime habitat for the species and the Implication was that the birds had moved 
up the Missouri River valley into the region during the early and mid 1930’s. 
Rapp noted the appearance of the species in southeastern South Dakota, some 
occurrence reports from eastern Colorado, and that the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
had been recorded at North Platte in the 1950’s. All of this information 
supported this theory of range extension by the species along the major river 
systems of the state. In addition, Rapp stated that the northern and western 
expansion of the Red-bellied Woodpecker in Nebraska had been preceded by a 
similar phenomenon by the species in Minnesota during the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s. The author suggested that the extension of the Red-bellied Woodpecker’s 
range in Nebraska may have been due to increased deciduous forest habitat 
fostered by such conservation practices as fire control and rural and urban tree 
planting (Rapp 1959). 

Johnsgard, in his 1980 checklist, noted that the Red-bellied Woodpecker is a 
"common permanent resident in eastern Nebraska, extending westward along the 
major river systems, at least to the Valentine area of Cherry County in the 
Niobrara valley, to Lincoln County in the Platte valley, to Dundy County in the 
Republican valley" (Johnsgard 1980). 

The purpose of this study is to examine twenty years of spring occurrence 
and migration reports, fall occurrence reports, Christmas bird counts, and 
nesting surveys published in the Nebraska Bird Review from 1968 to 1988 in an 
effort to see if the suspected range expansion of the two species has continued 
over the last two decades. 

My hypothesis is that only slight, if any, west/north expansion of the range 
of the Northern Cardinal and/or the Red-bellied Woodpoecker will be shown by the 
various censuses from 1968 to 1987. This hypothesis is based on several 
assumptions. First, although Rapp discounts the probability (Rapp 1959), it 
seems possible that some of the early alleged range expansion of the two 
species may have been due to the range limits being incorrectly or imperfectly 
understood. Gilbert, in a popularly written article about another species, has 
suggested that "the range of most species coincides generally with the range of 
graduate students" (Gilbert 1979). The author was undoubtedly being facetious, 
but I think that there is some basis of truth in his statement. For example, 
when the 1945 checklist was published, describing the Northern Cardinal as 
uncommon to rare in the west, I know from personal observation that the species 
was a common, year-round resident along the Frenchman Creek and the Spring and 
Stinking Water drainages in eastern Chase Co. Secondly, if Rapp was correct in 
linking the range expansion of the Red-bellied Woodpecker to the Increase of 
deciduous woodlands within the state, it seems possible that the extensive 
irrigated development in Nebraska during the 1970’s, with the accompanying 
widespread destruction of existing woodlots, tree claim plantings, and 
shelterbelts, would limit the amounts of suitable habitat available to both 
species during the twenty years under consideration. Finally, both species are 
described as non-migratory (Peterson 1947, Wetmore 1964, Johnsgard 1979a), or in 
the case of the Northern Cardinal, having a "limited migration" (Rosche and 
Johnsgard 1984). This indicates to me that both species tend to be semi- 
sedentary, and therefore, major range extensions probably would not be in 
evidence over the relatively short time frame under consideration. 

Methods 

For purposes of this study the tier of counties starting with Cherry and 
running south through Thomas, Logan, Lincoln, Frontier, and Red Willow, are 
considered as western counties In dividing the state into western and eastern 
portions. Although the division of the state in this manner is arbitrary, there 
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Table 1 are certain differ¬ 

ences between the two 

number of site-year reports of the Northern Cardinal areas that can be 
and of the Red-bellied Woodpecker in Nebraska, 1968- noted 


All 


1987. 


of the 

designated western 
counties, with the 

East exception of the 

eastern panhandle of 

To- 68 73 78 83 To- Frontier Co., are 

tal 72 77 82 87 tal located west of the 

100th meridian. For 
Northern Cardinal many years biol¬ 

ogists, geographers, 


West 


78 83 

82 87 


SPRING 

Sites 

8 

10 

11 

7 

36 

34 

25 

34 

38 

131 

and others have 

contended that a bio¬ 

Percentage 
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Percentage is the number of sites reporting the species 
divided by the total number of sites reporting during 
the time period. 

The total site-year reports for all species were: 
Spring, West 102, East 136; Fall, West 85, East 130; 
Christmas, West 41, East 123; Nest, West 221, East 338. 


graphic area on a 
more regular basis 
than the counties of 
the western region. 

The spring occur¬ 
rence and migration 
reports from 1968 to 
1987 were examined 
and the counties 

reporting either the Northern Cardinal or the Red-bellied Woodpecker were 
divided into western and eastern groups. These were listed, separately for each 
species, by year. For convenience the information was combined into four five- 
year periods. The percentage of sites (counties) recording either of the 
species when compared to the total number of western and eastern sites 
(counties) making reports was determined. The percentage figures are only 
approximations as the numbers are rounded off to the nearest whole percent and 
the hyphenated county reports, such as Hall-Howard and Douglas-Sarpy, are 
considered to be one reporting county. 
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The fall occurrence reports from 1968 to 1987 were examined, the western and 
eastern sites (counties) recording the respective species were listed and the 
percentages figured in a similar fashion. 

The sites of Christmas counts are traditionally reported by locations, 
usually a city or town, rather than by county. The Christmas counts for North¬ 
ern Cardinal and for Red-bellied Wood-pecker for the twenty year period were 
examined, manipu-lated, and recorded. 

The nesting survey reports for 1968 to 1987 were examined and depicted in 
the same manner as the spring occurrence and migration and the fall occurrence 
report data. 

The array of reported occurrences of the two species in the various censuses 
over the twenty year period was studied to see if the data indicated an apparent 
change in the range of the Northern Cardinal and/or the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
in the state over the last two decades. 

Results 

In looking at the spring occurrence and migration reports for the Northern 
Cardinal, I found that the species was observed at 36 site-year in the west and 
131 site-year in the eastern section of the state during the twenty years. a 
site-year is defined as one report for the species from a site during a calendar 
year of the respective census. The Northern Cardinal was reported in 
Scotts Bluff Co. in 7 of the 20 years, and was present in Lincoln Co. in each 
year of the study period. In addition, the species was recorded in McPherson 
and Cherry counties, which are generally considered to be sandhills counties. 
However, in Cherry Co. the species was probably observed in the Niobrara valley, 
rather than in the sandhills proper. The area that is conspicuous by the 
absence of the Northern Cardinal is the extreme northwestern part of the state 
{NBR 1968-1987). The spring occurrence and migration reports for the Red- 
bellied Woodpecker show that the species was represented in 13 site-year 
observations in the western counties and in 109 site-year reports from the 
eastern part of the state. The Red-bellied Woodpecker was observed in 10 of the 
20 years in Lincoln Co., made one appearance each in Chase Co. in the 
southwestern part of the state and in Scotts Bluff Co. in the western panhandle, 
and was noted in McPherson Co., which is at least on the fringe of the sandhills 
region {NBR 1968-1987). 

In checking the fall occurrence report data, I found that the Northern 
Cardinal was observed in the western counties in 30 site-years and in 122 site- 
years in the eastern section of the state. After first being reported at Scotts 
Bluff Co. in 1956 (Rapp, Rapp, Baumgarten, and Moser 1958) the Northern Cardinal 
was reported in that county in five of the twenty years of the study period. 
The species was present and reported in Lincoln Co. in 18 of the years under 
consideration. The Northern Cardinal was observed in Thomas Co. on one 
occasion, 3 times in McPherson Co., and during 2 reporting seasons at Crescent 
Lake NWR in Garden Co. Both Tryon in McPherson Co., and Crescent Lake NWR are a 
considerable distance north of the riparian woodlands of the North Platte valley 
(NBR 1969-1988) 

The fall occurrence reports show that the Red-bellied Woodpecker was 
recorded in 12 site-years in the western counties and in 106 site-years in the 
eastern part of the state. There was one observed appearance in Scotts Bluff 
Co. during the twenty year study period. The species was present and reported 
in Lincoln Co. in 11 of the examined report years (NBR 1969-1987). 

Examination of twenty years of Christmas bird counts shows that the 
Northern Cardinal was reported in 13 site-years in the western half of the state 
and that the species had 116 site-year reports in the eastern counties. The 
Northern Cardinal was present in Scotts Bluff Co.on one occasion in the 1970’s 
and was reported at North Platte in 12 of the 20 reporting years. A reported 
sighting of the species in the Calmus Dam area in 1986 would again place the 
Northern Cardinal at least at the edge of the sandhill region (NBR 1969-1988). 

The Christmas counts from 1968 to 1987 that list the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
indicate the species was present for 6 site-years in the western designated 
counties and 106 site-years in the eastern part of the state. The Red-bellied 
Woodpecker was reported twice at North Platte in the 1970’s and was observed on 
4 Christmas counts at that location in the 1980’s (NBR 1969-1988). 

The Northern Cardinal was not listed in the western counties during the 
nesting surveys from 1968 to 1987. The species was observed undertaking some 
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of nesting activity in 39 site-years in the eastern designated counties 
Hiring the same time frame (NBR 1969-1988). 

° Xhe Red-bel1ied Woodpecker was reported in a western county on one occasion 
during the twenty years of nesting surveys. This occurrence was in Cherry Co. 
•p 1982, presumably along the Niobrara River near Valentine. Nesting activity 
L the eastern section of the state was recorded in 6 county-year sites during 
the period under consideration iNBR 1969-1988). 

Discussion and conclusions 

The study of the various Nebraska bird censuses from 1968 to 1987 clearly 
shows that both the Northern Cardinal and the Red-bellied Woodpecker are still 
much more common in the eastern section of the state than they are in the west. 
The frequency of yearly reports for the species during the spring, fall, and 
Christmas counts in the North Platte valley from Lincoln Co. to Scottsbluff 
indicates that the two species are fairly well established in that region and 
they, particularly the Northern Cardinal, may be increasing in numbers in that 
area.' Reports of the Northern Cardinal in McPherson, Cherry, Logan, Thomas, and 
Loup counties, during some years of the two decades under consideration, would 
seem to suggest that the species is established at least on the rim of the 
sandhills region, although the observation by Johnsgard that the Northern 
Cardinal "is apparently absent from the westerns sandhills" (Johnsgard 1980), 
would appear to be valid. The presence of the Red-bellied Woodpecker in 
McPherson, Cherry, and Loup counties, albeit at a frequency less than that of 
the Northern Cardinal, would indicate that the species is also in residence on 
the periphery of the sandhills region. 

Both the Northern Cardinal and the Red-bellied Woodpecker are, according to 
the twenty years of censuses, absent from the extreme northwestern part of the 
state. 

The lack of nesting activity reports for the Northern Cardinal in the 
western designated counties during the study period was, I thought, unusual. 
Also the meager number of Red-bellied Woodpecker nesting reports for the state 
as a whole was somewhat of a surprise. Perhaps cavity-nesting species like the 
Red-bellied Woodpec-ver are particularly difficult to observe during this stage 
of their annual eye . 

At the start of the study I felt that much of the early alleged range 
extension of the two species could best be explained by a lack of clear 
understanding of the actual historic range limits of the Northern Cardinal and 
the Red-bellied Woodpecker. Still, Rapp’s argument that experienced, active, 
long-term observers at North Platte, South Sioux City, and Red Cloud would be 
unlikely to consistently miss a species in their area over a long period of 
time, lends a good deal of credence to the theory of the expansion of the Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, and by habitat association, the Northern Cardinal, westward 
and northward along the major river systems of the state from the 1930’s to the 
1960’s. 

In any case, the information taken from the various bird censuses in 
Nebraska during the last two decades does not, in my opinion, indicate that 
either of the two species has greatly expanded it range in the state during this 
time frame. My working hypothesis appears to be acceptable. The Northern 
Cardinal and the Red-bellied Woodpecker have probably occupied most of the 
available suitable habitat in Nebraska and further major expansion of their 
range, at least in the near term, would appear unlikely 
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RECENT SEDGE WREN OBSERVATIONS IN NEBRASKA 

The Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) in Nebraska was considered by Rapp 
(1958) an uncommon migrant in the eastern third of the state, and a rare breeder 
in suitable marshes in the eastern quarter, and by Johnsgard (1986) as an 
uncommon spring and fall migrant in the east and a rare summer resident in the 
eastern third of the state, mostly east of a lino from Knox to Gage counties . 
Recent articles have prompted questions concerning the rarity of Sedge Wrens 
nesting in Nebraska (Bedell 1987, Lingle and Bedell 1989) and the possibility 
that may be nesting late in Nebraska, after having nested earlier elsewhere in 
their range (Lingle and Bedell 1989). Singing males and/or nests have recently 
been recorded in nine counties, as far west as Phelps Co. (Cink 1973, Bedell 
1987, Lingle and Bedell 1989, and Dinan, pers. comm.) 

During August 1989 I recorded Sedge Wrens in four now locations, including 
two new county records, and in one previously known location. See Table 1 for a 
listing of recent Sedge Wren observations. All observations occurred in dense, 
reseeded native grass stands, bordering rainwater basin marshes. All of the 
Wrens observed were singing, some songs were solicited by the playing of a 
recording. 

The two Wrens observed at Mallard Haven, Fillmore Co., on 2 August were in 
extremely tall, dense stands of big bluestem and switchgrass, on a north-facing 
slope on the north side of the basin. The two singing birds were first observed 
perched near the top of the grass, they then flew low just above the grass for a 
short distance before dropping into the dense vegetation. 

One bird was observed on 24 August at North Lake Basin, Seward Co.. This 
basin was dry, with a stand of tall, dense grass along its western perimeter, 
dominated by mannagrass and switchgrass. This was the first time I used a 
recording to establish the presence of Sedge Wrens. Walking a transect through 
the grass, I stopped every 10-12 feet to play 'a recording of a Sedge Wren. Each 
time I stopped I faced four directions and played the recording twice in each 
direction. The bird responded to the recording by singing and moving around me 
in a circle. 

On 24 August I visited Harvard Marsh, where in 1987 Paul Bedell recorded 26 
singing Wrens. This basin has a large stand of big bluestem on its east and 
northeast sides. Using the recording as described previously, I elicited 
responses from three Wrens. One of these curious Wrens perched in the grass 
within two feet of me, approximately three feet off the ground. 

Krause Lagoon, Fillmore Co., has an area of tall, dense grass on the south 
and east borders of the basin that is dominated by Indiangrass. Scattered 
throughout are dense stands of big bluestem and switchgrass. On 30 August, 
using the recording, I located three Wrens in the stands of big bluestem and 
switchgrass. 
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Date Location 


Source 


6/ 9/70 
6/24/71 
7/17/71 
7/ 8/72 
5/20/80 
7/29/87 
8/12/87 
8/16/87 
8/17/87 
8/19/88 
8/28/88 
9 / 3/88 
9/ 8/88 
8/ 2/89 
8/24/89 
8/24/89 
8/30/89 
8/30/89 


Hwy 281 10 mi. S of Bartlett, Wheeler Co. 
*3 mi. SSW of Winnebago, Thurston Co. 

*SE of Clay Center, Clay Co. 

*North 27th St. Marsh, Lancaster Co. 
*Federation Marsh, Lancaster Co. 

Taylor Ranch, Hall Co. 

Pintail Marsh, Hamilton Co. 

Rainwater Basin #157, Clay Co. 

Harvard Marsh, Clay Co. 

Marshall Farm, Phelps Co. 

*Boone Co. 

Jack Sinn area, Saunders Co. 

*Mormon Island, Hall Co. 

Mallard Haven, Fillmore Co. 

North Lake Basin, Seward Co. 

Harvard Marsh, Clay Co. 

Krause Lagoon, Fillmore Co. 

Smith Lagoon, Clay Co. 

* Observations of nests or young 

# Detail obtained from Nest Record Card, fi 


Cink 1973 
Cink 1973 
Cink 1973 
Cink 1973 

Nest. Survey NBR 49:! 

Bedell 1987 

Bedell 1987 

Bedell 1987 

Bedell 1987 

Lingle 1989 

Lingle 1989 

Dinan pers. comm. 

Lingle 1989 

This article 

This article 

This article 

This article 

This article 

led by Ducey 


On 30 August I also located two singing Wrens at Smith Lagoon, Clay Co., 
both birds responding to the recording. This basin has a dense grass stand on 
its southwest perimeter that is dominated by big bluestem and switchgrass. 

It is unknown whether all of the observations in Table 1 represent 
breeding birds or migrants, but in some cases nests or young have been found. 
It is apparent that this elusive little bird may not be as rare in Nebraska as 
once believed. 

I would like to thank John Dinan, Gerry Steinauer, and Curt Twedt for 
reviewing this article. 
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NOTES 

MINK AND OTTER. On a trip to West Point on 2 June 1989 I took N 79 north 
to Snyder. As I was travelling north near the town of Prague I noticed a large 
river otter loping through a field in broad daylight, paralleling a a wooded 
stream. It probably was an itinerant, recently released, and was going about 
the business of looking for a better home. Later that day, near West Point, I 
saw a mink quickly cross the road from one stream to another, in the area of a 
wet prairie surrounding both sides of the road. I found it very unusual to see 
two mustelids in one day. 

— Larry Einemann, 2917 South 53rd Street, Lincoln, Neb. 68506 

SWAINSON*S HAWK MIGRATION. On 27 September 1989, at approximately 0845, 
Jeff Blaser (a fisheries biologist for the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission) 
reported seeing a large concentration of raptors in a field near the Kawasaki 
plant, west of Lincoln on the north side of N34. Mary Clausen (NGPC) and I 
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arrived at the site at approximately 0920 that same morning. The hawks were 
concentrated in a 60-80 acre newly disced wheat-stubble field (NW 1/4 S32 T11N 
R6E), surrounded by standing milo fields. Our initial count of birds on the 
ground turned up 100 hawks. At 0950 most of the hawks took flight, formed a 
large kettle, and drifted off to the north. The number of birds in the air was 
estimated at 110.At least 15 to 20 hawks were still on the ground, making the 
total number at 125 to 130 birds. Both immature and adult plumaged Swainson’s 
Hawks were observed. However, no other species of hawks were seen. While the 
birds were on the ground they were scattered throughout the field. They were 
observed standing and then making quick, short dashes, after which then would 
reach down to the talons and pick up and devour a small food item. A walk out 
into the field, after most of the birds had flown, revealed grasshoppers to be 
in good supply among the clumps of disced vegetation. A few crickets were also 
observed. However, there was no evidence that an abundant supply of rodents was 
available. Winds were out of the south at 5-10 mph, skies were clear. Gerry 
Steinauer (NGPC) had reported seeing a large number of hawks in this same area 
the day before. 

— John J. Dinan, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd St., Lincoln, Neb. €8503 

KESTRELS. On 18 September 1989, after a dinner at the Odessa Interchange, 
we were birding along a county road south of the Platte River in Phelps Co. We 
saw a line of birds on the power line. It became Kestrels as we got closer. We 
counted 14 in the group. As we followed slowly along, the flock dipped and 
soared and resumed perching on the wire. We followed them for two miles along 
the power line, and then they sailed out into a corn field where we lost contact 
with them. It was the first "Kettle of Kestrels" we have encountered. 

— George and Marian Brown, 2018 

EDDIE, THE FEARLESS PRAIRIE-CHICKEN, 
took up residence in April 1989 at the 
country mail box of Eleanor (my daughter) 
and Carl (my son-in-law) Hill, near Stella, 

Richardson Co. A busy county gravel road is 
six feet to the west of the mail box, and a 

lesser distance to the south is the gravel 

drive to the farm house a quarter mile 
away. Eddie’s booming could be heard by the 
Hill family in the early morning, but it was 
his attacks on any car or pickup that moved 
by his grounds that was astonishing. People 
could stand and talk to Eddie, and he would 
strut, display his orange neck sac, raise 
the little feather horns, and even attack by 
pecking at legs, or drawing blood on an 

extended hand. The Hill family were 
fearful of his being killed, but Eddie 

survived the traffic and many spectators for 

ten weeks and then suddenly disappeared. 

— Jessamine McMullen, Box 82, Stella, Neb. 68442 

An account in The Falls City Journal, whose editor, George W. Schock, 
supplied the pictures, added that "Eddie generally runs alongside Carl’s pickup, 
cackling and doing whatever else prairie chickens do, for about 100 yards before 
giving up and going back to the head of the lane. He also has ridden about a 

third of the way to the house on the hood of the pickup and has hitchhiked a 
ride on the tailgate of the pickup, even though Carl’s dog Is riding shotgun 
close to the cab." 

PEREGRINE FALCON IN GARDEN COUNTY. On 6 Hay 1989 I drove to Crescent Lake 
NWR to attend their open house. Two tenths of a mile north of the north 

entrance to the refuge I noticed a raptor perched in a willow shelterbelt. Its 
overall appearance was dark back, white abdomen. I noted, too, a helmeted 
appearance to the head, that the largish appearing eye was set in the sides of 
the “helmet". I uositioned my car-blind so that the least amount of branches 


12th Avenue, Kearney, Neb. 68847 
‘^Hdie, a mixed-up Prairie-Chicken, 
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fj leaves obstructed my view because it seemed, improbably, that I had just 
*nme upon a Peregrine Falconl Well, there is a direct negative correlation 

^ween the rarity of the bird and the likelihood that you’ll either have Roger 
X ry Peterson binding with you or a 1200mm telephoto attached to a camera to 
g your report credibility. I went back to the site 7 May and found it 
^ rched in exactly the same spot I’d seen it the day before. With a little 
P^fort I photographed it from the car. According to the lens footage scale, it 
only 65-70 feet away. I tried to approach it, however, and it took flight 
*^5 soon as I got about 10 feet from the car. I established that the perch was 
*bout 15 ground. Ruth Green suggested that I contact Ross Lock, 

and he noted that he was unaware of any photos of migrating Peregrine Falcons 
taken in Nebraska. The slides (which unfortunately would not print up 
satisfactorily for use here - Ed.) were submitted to the Records Committee. 

— Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Neb. 69301-2615 



WHINBRELS IM CHERRY COUNTY, NEBRASKA. The Whimbrel {Numenius phaeopus} is 
considered by Johnsgard (A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent 
States, 1986, Occ. Pap. NOU, No. 6) 
to be an extremely rare spring and 
fall migrant in Nebraska and 

occasional to rare migrant 
elsewhere in the Plains States. 

Rosche {Birds of Northwestern 
Nebraska and Southwestern South 
Dakota, 1982, published by the 
author, Chadron, Neb.) lists the 
species as an accidental spring and 

autumn transient in northwestern Nebraska. Bray et al 
{The Birds of Nebraska - A Critically Evaluated List, 
1986, published by the authors, Omaha, Neb.) designate 
the Whimbrel as casual In Nebraska. The following 
includes photo-documentation of this seldom Nebraska-seen 
species. 

On the morning of 20 May 1989, while attending the 
I Annual Meeting of NOU, Gary Lingle discovered two 

Whimbrels in southeastern Cherry Co. The birds were 
first noted in a native grass pasture between two marsh 
areas and near a gravel road. Around mid-day I also observed these birds, 
although they had moved approximately half a mile from where they were initially 
sighted and were well away from the road. I obtained permission from the 
landowner (Sears Ranch) and after driving through several pastures I was able to 
approach and photograph the birds from my car, at a distance of approximately 25 
yards. Both individuals were noticeably smaller than the nearby Long-billed 
Curlews {Numenius americanus) and exhibited the brown and white boldly striped 
crown, dark eye line, and down-curved bill. The brownish colored rump and 
underwings were well noted; these are characteristic of the North American 
subspecies {hudsonicus). I watched the birds for approximately an hour; during 

that time they spent an approximately equal time resting and foraging. On my 
departure both birds were resting near the same location where I had found 
them. The birds were looked for the following day but were not rediscovered. 

Identifiable photographs are in the possession of the author and others have 
been sent to the NOU Records Committee, 



— Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 


LEAST TERNS AT LAKE NCCONAUGHY. On 2 August 1989 I observed an adult 
Interior Least Tern {Sterna antillarum athalassos) and chick on the north shore 
of Lake McConaughy (S29, T15N, R38W, Keith Co.), between Arthur Bay and Martin 
Bay. To my knowledge, this is only the second documentation of Least Terns on 
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Lake McConaughy. Dr. Stephen Fretwell reported Least Terns on Lake McConaughy 
during the summer of 1977 (Birds of Lake McConaughy and the North Platte River 
Valley, Oshkosh to Keystone, NBR 52:26). Apparently, this area Is on the 
western edge of the known range of the Least Terns on the North Platte River. 
The discovery of the unfledged chick is the first evidence of Least Tern 
breeding at Lake McConaughy and the western-most breeding on the North Platte 
River. 

The adult was first observed at approximately 2 PM MOST. The lake 
elevation was 3246.5 feet. This low lake elevation had exposed large sand 
beaches around the lake. On approaching the area I saw an adult Least Tern 
sitting on an unvegetated area of sandy beach. I am familiar with the species 
from prior survey work on the Loup and Platte rivers. The adult had a yellow 
bill, white forehead, black head cap, gray back with black outer primaries, 
white underbelly, and a forked tail. The bird was approached to approximately 
100-150 feet and viewed with binoculars for a short time. The Tern took to the 
air and slowly circled the area. With the adult in the air, I approached a 
nearby area of low-growing (6-12 inches tall) annual vegetation. A downy chick, 
roughly half the size of the adult bird, and uniformly colored light brownish- 
gray, ran out of the area. The adult immediately began an aggressive defense 

behavior, calling and dive-bombing. The young made no attempt to fly, but was 
very mobile on the ground. I retreated and continued to observe both birds from 
a distance. The adult returned to the ground, and the young returned to the 
nursery area of the low vegetation. The nursery was a few hundred yards from 
the lake, and about 100 yards from an isolated pocket of water to the north, a 
visit to the nursery area on 10 August revealed a second chick, estimated to be 

2-3 days pre-fledging (Greg Wingfield, pers. comm.). It is unknown whether 

either chick fledged. 

— Mark M. Czaplewski, Nebraska Public Power District 
1414 15th Street, Columbus, Neb. 68601 

WINTER WREN. About 10 AM 10 October 1988 
I was sitting in the same blind in the same 

place it was when I photographed the Connecticut 
Warbler (,NBR 56:99). This Winter Wren appeared, 
so I took its picture. The blind was sitting on 
the south edge of a tree lot near a small 
drainage ditch which drains the the water away 
from the livestock well in the corral. The 

location was just north of our ranch buildings, 
seven miles west and one miles south and .25 
mile west of Chambers. 

Like all wrens, this little guy was very 
active, and it took several minutes before it held still long enough for me to 

get this picture. Soon after I took the picture it disappeared into some brush 

and I never saw it again. When I took this picture the Wren was about 18 feet 
away. I used a Minolta Maximum camera with a 75 to 300 mm lens plus a 2X 

Teleconverter, 

— Loren Blake, HC 63, Box 18, Chambers, Neb. 68725 

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK About 8:30 AM 9 May 
1989 I was in the yard at our ranch, west of 
Chambers, when I heard an unfamiliar bird call 
coming from a large plum thicket at the west 
edge of our yard. After watching for several 
minutes I finally saw a flash of orange. Then, 
after another short wait, this Black-headed 
Grosbeak came into clear view. He seemed to be 
feeding among the leaves and small branches. He 
was around the thicket for about an hour and 
then disappeared. 

— Loren E. Blake, HC 63, Box 18, 
Chambers, Neb. 68725 

1988 CHRISTMAS COUMT TEXT CORRECTION. It is Burwell, not Burchard, that is 
is on the SE edge of the Calmus-Loup count area (NBR 57:6). 
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Helen 9, 28, 37, 63 
Hummingbird, Ruby-throated 18, 39, 68 
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79 

Iceland Gull in Cedar County, Nebraska 
An, 52 
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Jones, Nancy 8 
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Oregon 6 
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Justin, Drew 61 

Kaufman, Paul and Karla 8, 28, 61 
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Kenitz, Alice 9, 28, 41, 43(2), 63, 
79(2) 

Kent, Thomas H. 43 
Kestrel, American 4, 13, 31, 34, 35, 
42, 62, 86, 94 
Nesting Project 31 
Kieborz, Eva Mae 8 
Killdeer 4, 15, 36, 37, 42, 61, 64, 

86 

Kimball, Beverly and Kenneth 8 

Kincanon, R. E, 8 

Kingbird, Cassin’s 71, 75(2) 

Eastern 19, 36, 37, 42, 70 
Western 19, 36, 37, 42 70 
Kingfisher, Belted 5, 18, 39, 42, 68, 
86 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned 5, 21, 72, 86 
Ruby-crowned 5, 21, 42, 72, 86 
Kirsch, Eileen 38 
Kite, Mississippi 13, 28, 44, 46(2) 
Swallow-tailed 52 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 16, 53 
Knot, Red 77 
Knott, Timothy 8 
Koenig, Felix and Lucy 28, 63 
Korpi, Raymond C. 7, 43 
Raymond T. 8, 43 
Kovanda, Jim 7, 8, 29 
Sandy 7, 8, 27 
Kruger, Bob 9, 28 
Krupicka, Russ and Carol 61 
Kusick, Ray 27 
Kuzara, Cecilia 8 
La Valley, Mike 7 

Labedz, Thomas E. 8, 28, 36(5), 37(5) 
38, 41, 43(2), 59, 61, 65(3) 

Lark, Horned 5, 19, 42, 70, 86 
Larkin, Robert 9 
Latka, Doug 38 

Lemburg Bill 7, 27(2), 28(2), 61, 65 
Pearl 65 

Lind, Lennis 28, 63 

Lingle, Gary 7, 27(2), 42, 43, 65, 73 
79, 95 

Nesting Ecology of Sedge Wrens 
in Hall County, Nebraska 47 
Kari 65 

Livermore, Bob 7 
Lock, Ross 95 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared 52, 78 
Lapland 6, 25, 78 
McCown’s 52, 78 
Smith’s 46 

Loon, Common 10, 58, 61, 86 
Pacific 46, 86 
sp. 79 

Lucas, Barbara 63, 65 
Lueshen, John and Willetta 8, 79 
Maddux, Gene 8 
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the Northern Cardinal and the 
Red-bellied Woodpecker Expanded 
Their Ranges in Nebraska 
Recently.1968-1987? 87 
Magpie, Black-billed 5, 20, 38, 

39(2), 42, 54, 61, 70, 86 
Mallard 3, 4(2), 11, 34, 36 42, 46 

60, 86 

Manning, John 8 
Marquardt, Leon 43 
Marsh, Barbara 73 
Eldon 73, 79 

Martin, Purple 19, 36, 37, 70 
Maryland 83 
Maslowski, Peter 8 
Mast, Keith 9 
Maxwell, Ginnie 8 
McCann, Clara 27 
McCartney, Connie 7, 67 
McDonald, P. 37-38 
McEvoy, pat 8 
McMullen, Jessamine 94 
Meadowlark, Eastern 26, 42, 80, 87 
western 7, 26, 39, 40, 41, 42, 80, 
87 

sp. 7, 26, 80 

Meeting, Eighty-eighth (1989) Annual 


41 

Melius, Michael H. 43 
Merganser, Common 3, 12, 62 
Hooded 12, 61, 62 
Red-breasted 12, 62 
Merlin 4, 13, 28, 46, 52, 62 
Meyer, Jim and Deb 7 
Miller, Patrick 7 
Reid 41 
Milo 94 
Mink 87, 93 
Minyard, Jim 27, 61 
Missouri 9 

Mockingbird, Northern 6, 21, 38, 
39(2), 72, 73, 75(2) 

Mollhoff, Wayne 6, 7(2), 8, 28, 29, 
43, 48, 54, 75, 79, 86 
Second Report of the N.O.U. Records 
Committee 42 

"Young Purple Finch"; Some 
Questions 49 
Montgomery, Everett 43 
Moorhen, Common 39, 44, 79 
Moritz, Bob 9 
Morocco, Ralph 8 
Morris, Jim 28, 63 

Lee 28(3), 36, 37(2), 63(2) 
Rosalind 8, 41 
Shirley 28, 63 
Morton, Margaret 8 
Munzel, Karl 37 
Muskrat 87 
Mass, Jenifer 7 
Nebel, John 9 

Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 
Request for Help 51 
Nesting Ecology of Sedge Wrens in Hall 
County, Nebraska 47 
Nesting Report, 1988 Nebraska 34 
Nests and Nesting 48, 67, 81, 95, 
Newhouse, Esther 8 


Nielson, Dan 8 

Night-Heron, Black-crowned 10, 34, 

35, 38, 42, 52, 58, 61 
Yellow-crowned 11, 44, 58, 73 
Nighthawk, Common 18, 39, 42, 68 
1986: A Nebraska Big Year 71 
Notes on Black-legged Kittiwakes in 
Cedar County, Nebraska 53 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 39, 45, 70, 79 
Nuthatch, Pygmy 20, 52, 72 

Red-breasted 5, 20, 27, 29, 42, 

72, 86 

White-breasted 5, 20, 38, 39(2), 
42, 63, 72, 86 
Oldsquaw 12, 44, 60, 77 
Opossum 87 

Oriole, Northern 26, 40, 41, 42, 80 
Orchard 26, 40, 41, 42, 80 
Osprey 13, 62, 86 
Ott, Mabel 28(2), 61 
Otter, river 93 
Otto, Bill 8, 43 
Ovenbird 23, 42, 76 
Owl, Barn (was Common Barn-Owl), 17, 
28, 36, 37, 58, 68, 75, 

Barred 5, 17, 52, 68 
Burrowing 17, 42, 46, 68, 86 
Great Horned 5, 17, 36, 37, 38, 

42, 68, 86 

Long-eared 5, 17, 36, 37, 38, 68, 
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